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BEFORE THE INDIAN CLAIMS COmISSION 

THE BLACKFEET AND GROS VENTRE 1 
TRIBES OF INDIANS, r e s i d i n g  1 
upon t h e  B l a c k f e e t  and F o r t  1 
Belkna? Reserva t ions  i n  t h e  1 
S t a t e  of  Montana, 1 

1 
P l a i n t  i f f  s ,  

v. 1 
1 

VIE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 1 

Defendant.  1 
) 

TIlE FORT BELWAP INDIAN COMMUNITY, ) 
sometimes r e f e r r e d  t o  a s  t h e  ) 
Gros Ventre  T r i b e  and Ass in ibo ine  ) 
T r i b e  of  For t  Belknap I n d i a n s ,  ) 

1 
P l a i n t i f f ,  1 

1 
v. 1 

1 
THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 

) 
Defendant.  1 

Docket No. 279-C 

Docket No. 250-A 

INTEPJIOCUTORY ORDER 

On August 24 ,  1971, t h e  p l a i n t i f f s  h e r e i n  f i l e d  a  document e n t i t l e d  
" P e t i t i o n e r s '  Motion f o r  Order f o r  Supplemental  Accounting and f o r  P a r t i a l  
Summary Judgment;" and on t h e  same d a t e  t h e  p l a i n t i f f  i n  Docket No. 250-A 
f i l e d  a  document e n t i t l e d  " s e p a r a t e  l io t ion of P e t i t i o n e r  A s s i n i b o i n e  T r i b e  
of F o r t  Belknap I n d i a n s  f o r  P a r t i a l  Summary Judgment and f o r  P lead ings  t o  
Conform t o  t h e  Proof ."  The de fendan t  having f i l e d  b r i e f s  i n  o p p o s i t i o n ,  
t h e  p l a i n t i f f s  hav ing  r e p l i e d ,  and o r a l  argument having been h e l d ,  t h e  
Commission proceeded t o  c o n s i d e r  t h e  v a r i o u s  m a t t e r s  r a i s e d  by t h e  two 
said documents. The r u l i n g s  of  t h e  Commission and i ts reasons  for such  
r u l i n g s  are con ta ined  i n  t h e  o p i n i o n  accompanying t h i s  o r d e r .  

IT IS THEREFORE ORDERED t h a t  the r u l i n g s  of t h e  Commission con ta ined  
i n  the accompanyiny, o p i n i o n  a r e  hereby i n c o r p o r a t e d  h e r e i n  and s h a l l  
c o n s t i t u t e  3 p a r t  of t h i s  o r d e r  f o r  a l l  purposes .  
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I T  IS  FURTHER ORDERED t h a t  t h e  d e f e n d a n t  f i l e  w i t h  t h e  Commission 
and serve on t h e  o p p o s i n g  p a r t i e s  t h e  s u p p l c n e n t a l  a c c o u n t s  r e q u i r e d  by 
P a r t s  I1 and V of t h e  accompanying o p i n i o n  w i t h i n  120  d a y s  of t h e  
d a t e  o f  t h i s  O r d e r .  

IT  I S  FURTHER ORDERED t h a t  t h e  d e f e n d a n t  cause a  d i l i g e n t  search 
t o  b e  made i n  good f a i t h  of anv and a l l  r e c o r d s  i n  t h e  c u s t o d y  o f  any  
o f  i t s  o f f i c e r s  o r  a g e n c i e s  which  a r e  l i k e l y  t o  c o n t a i n  any  of t h e  
r e c o r d s  r e q u i r e d  t o  be  s e a r c h e d  o u t  by P a r t s  III ,  2 ,  and VIII of  t h e  
accompanying o p i n i o n ,  and w i t h i n  120  d a y s  of t h e  da te  of  t h i s  o r d e r  f i l e  
w i t h  t h e  Commission and s e r v e  upon t h e  p l a i n t i f f s  a r e p o r t  s t a t i n g  i n  
d e t a i l  what  f i l e s ,  d e p o s i t o r i e s ,  a n d  a r c h i v e s  were  s e a r c h e d  and t h e  
man-hours d e v o t e d  t o  such  s e a r c h ,  and accompanying such  r e p o r t  w i t h  
copi  e s  o f  a l l  r e l e v a n t  documents  d i s c o v e r e d .  

I T  I S  FURTHER ORDERED t h a t  the  a t t o r n e y s  and a c c o u n t a n t s  f o r  a l l  
p a r t i e s  meet and c o n f e r  w i t h i n  30 days  of  t h e  d a t e  of  t h i s  o r d e r  on t h e  
form and manner i n  which t h e  a d d i t i o n a l  i n f o r m a t i o n  r e q u i r e d  by P a r t s  
I V  and X I  of  the  accompanying o p i n i o n  s h o u l d  b e  compiled and what  would 
b e  a r e a s o n a b . 1 ~  d e a d l i n e  f o r  f i l i n g  i t .  Wi th in  45 d a v s  of t h e  d a t e  o f  
t h i s  o p i n i o n  t h e  p a r t i e s  s h a l l  f i l e  a j o i n t  s t a t e m e n t  w i t h  t h e  Commission 
r e c i t i n g  t h e  m a t t e r s  agreed upon a s  3 r e s u l t  of s u c h  c o n f e r e n c e  and w h a t  
m a t t e r s  r ema in  i n  d i s a g r e e m e n t .  S a i d  s t a t e m e n t  s h o u l d  b e  accompanied 
bv j o i n t  o r  s c n a r a t e  m o t i o n s  t o  o b t a i n  t h e  Commission 's  r u l i n g s  on t h e  
m a t t e r s  i n  d i s a g r e e m e n t  o r  t o  o b t a i n  o r d e r s  o f  any n a t u r e  which  e i t h e r  
o r  b o t h  p a r t i e s  may b e l i e v e  n e c e s s a r y  o r  d t l s i r n b l e  t o  expcd i  t c  t h e  
e a r l y  and f a i r  a d j u d i c a t i o n  of t h e  i n s t a n t  cases .  

F u r t h e r  p r o c e e d i n g s  i n  t h i s  c a s e  s h a l l  b e  a s  f i x e d  by s u b s e q u e n t  
o r d e r  o f  t h e  Commission. 

Dated a t  Wash ing ton ,  D .  C . ,  t h i s  18th d a y  of October 19735 
* 

I 
b 5! u ! !  

.lo& i f .  Vance,  Commissioner  

~ r a n t l e ~  B l u e ,  C .missioner 7 


