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BEFORE THE INDIAN CLAIMS COMMISSION 

THE BLACKFEET AND GROS VENTRE 
TRIBES OF INDIANS, r e s i d i n g  upon 
t h e  Blackfeet and For t  Belknap 
Reservations i n  t h e  State of 
Montana , 

P l a i n t i f f s ,  
v. 

THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 

Defendant. 

THE FORT BELKNAP INDIAN COMMUNITY 
sometimes r e f e r r e d  t o  as the 
Gros Ventre Tribe and Assiniboine 
Tribe of For t  Belknap Indians,  

P l a i n t i f f s ,  

THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 

Defendant. 

Docket No. 279-C 

Docket No. 250-A 

ORDER SEVERING SEPARATE CLAIMS OF BLACKFEET TRIBE FROM 
CONSOLIDATED DOCKETS, SETTING A TIME FOR TRIAL OF SUCH 
CLAIMS, AND ESTABLISHING THE BASIS FOR DIVISION OF ANY 

RECOVERIES WHICH MAY BE HAD ON JOINT CLAIMS OF TWO PLAINTIFFS 

Pursuant t o  o rde r  of t h e  Comnission, a conference on t h e  above- 
e n t i t l e d  mat te rs  was he ld  before  Commissioner Vance on August 26, 1974, a t  
which a l l  p a r t i e s  were represen ted  by counsel. P l a i n t i f f s  s t a t e d  t h e i r  
i n t e n t i o n  t o  f i l e  a motion t o  sever  ou t  f o r  s epa ra t e  t r i a l  and d i s p o s i t i o n  
those claims of t he  Blackfeet Tribe which are not  j o i n t l y  a s s e r t e d  with 
o t h e r  p l a i n t i f f s  i n  this consol idated proceeding and also t o  f i l e  a motion 
t o  e s t a b l i s h  t he  basis of d iv id ing  any judgment which may be rendered 
he re in  on j o i n t  claims of more than one p l a i n t i f f .  Counsel for t h e  
defendant ind ica ted  t h a t  he probably would no t  oppose such motions. 
Thereaf te r ,  on August 27, 1974,  such motions were f i l e d  and served on the 
defendant. The time f o r  response allowed by t h e  Rules of Procedure has now 
expi red ,  and defendant has not  f i l e d  any response. 

Therefore,  good cause appearing f o r  such a c t i o n  
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IT I S  ORDERED THAT: 

1. Hereaf te r  c l a i m  of t h e  Blackfeet Tribe which a r e  no t  asserted 
j o i n t l y  wi th  any o the r  p l a i n t i f f  s h a l l  be prosecuted i n  s e p a r a t e  
proceedings from t h e  claims of any o the r  p l a i n t i f f .  Such s e p a r a t e  
proceeds are hereby assigned Docket No. 279-0. 

2. T r i a l  i n  Docket No. 279-D w i l l  be held immediately a f t e r  t h e  
t r ia l  of t h e  claims remaining i n  the combined proceedings i n  Dockets 279-C 
and 250-A, s e t  for September 30, 1975. 

3. Any f i n a l  judgment rendered i n  these cases on j o i n t  claims of the  
Blackfeet and Gros Ventre Tribes  s h a l l  be divided on the  b a s i s  of 70 percent  
of t he  recovery t o  t he  Blackfeet and 30 percent t o  the  Gros Ventre. Any 
f i n a l  judgment on j o i n t  claims of t he  Gros Ventre Tribe and the Assiniboine 
Tribe s h a l l  be divided 53 percent  t o  t he  Gros Ventre and 47 percent  t o  the 
Assiniboine . 

Dated a t  Washington, D. C. ,  t h i s  25th  day of September 1974. 

John L' Vance . Commiss ione r 

rce ,  Commissioner 


