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BEFORE THE INDIAN CLAIMS COMMISSION 

THE CAYUGA NATION OF INDIANS, 1 
e t  al., ) 

1 
P l a i n t i f f s ,  1 

1 
v. ) Docket No. 343 

1 
THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 1 

1 
Defendant. 1 

ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE 

On May 10,  1973, t h e  Cayuga Nation of New York, and ind iv idua l  c h i e f s  
Vernon I s aac ,  James Leaf fe ,  Kenneth John, and Frank Bonamie, f i l e d  i n  
t h i s  docket what they  des igna ted  a " p e t i t i o n  of Ind i ca t ion  of I n t e r e s t  on 
Behalf of t h e  Cayuga Nation of New ~ o r k . "  In  t he  p e t i t i o n  i t  was a l l eged  
tha t  t h e  Cayuga Nation of New York had a  pos s ib l e  i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e  s u b j e c t  
matter of t h i s  docket ,  which would be prejudiced i f  i t  was no t  represen ted  
a t  t he  Commission's proceedings on va lue  and cons idera t ion .  The p e t i t i o n e r s  
requested t h a t  t h e  Commission postpone any determinat ion of va lue  and 
cons idera t ion  i n  t h i s  docket u n t i l  t h e  Cayuga Nation of New York could 
r e t a i n  counsel  t o  r ep re sen t  i ts  i n t e r e s t s  before  t h e  Commission. 

A t  t h e  time t h i s  p e t i t i o n  was f i l e d  t h i s  docket was before  t h e  Court 
of Claims on defendant ' s  appeal  from t h e  ~ o m n i s s i o n ' s  l i a b i l i t y  d e c i s i o n ,  
28 Ind. C1. Corn. 237 (1972). On June 29. 1973, t h e  Court of Claims 
remanded t h i s  docket f o r  f u r t h e r  proceedings.  With its dec i s ion  of Plarch 2 7 ,  
1975,  36 Ind. C 1 .  Corn. 75, t h e  Commission has complied w i th  t h e  mandate or 
the cour t .  This docket is  now t o  proceed to  a determinat ion of the  e x t e n t  
of t he  defendant ' s  l i a b i l i t y  t o  t h e  p l a i n t i f f s ,  i f  any. 

Nearly two y e a r s  have e lapsed  s i n c e  the f i l i n g  of t h e  above-described 
Pe t i t i on .  The Commission has received no f u r t h e r  communications from t h e  
P e t i t i o n e r s .  I n q u i r i e s  t o  t he  Bureau of Indian A f f a i r s  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  t h e  
Cayuga Nation o f  New York has not  r e t a ined  counsel  t o  r ep re sen t  i t  be fo re  
the Commission i n  t h i s  docket. 

Upon cons ide ra t i on  of t h e  above, t h e  Commission concludes t h a t  proceedings 
in t h i s  docket should n o t  be delayed on account of t h e  above-described 
Pe t i t i on ,  
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IT IS THEREF ORE ORDERED that petitioners s h a l l  have thirty days from 
the date of t h i s  order to show cause why thisdocket should not proceed t o  
a determination of the extent of the defendant's liability, and why the 
above-dercribed petition should not be dismissed. 

Dated a t  Wuhington, D. C . ,  this Urd day of A p r i l  1 9 7 5 .  

Qohn 2. Vance. Commissioner 

Brantley Blue, Com#ssioner 


