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BEFORE THE INDIAN CLAIMS COMMISSION 

THE TLINGIT AND HAIDA INDIANS OF 
ALASKA, i n  i ts  own r i g h t  and 
a s  t h e  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  o f ,  o r  
successor  t o ,  t h e  ANGOON TRIBE 
and each of t h e  c l a n s  and groups 
of t h e  ANGOON TRIBE; and 

THE ANGOON TRIBE, i n  i ts own r i g h t  
and as t h e  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  o f ,  o r  
successor  t o ,  t h e  c l a n s  and groups 
t h e r e o f ,  

P l a i n t  i f f  s , 

THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 

Defendant.  

ORDER ALLOWING ATTORNEYS' FEE AND EXPENSES 

HAVING CONSIDERED t h e  p e t i t i o n  f o r  al lowance of a t t o r n e y s '  fees  
and t h e  p e t i t i o n  f o r  reimbursement f o r  expenses f i l e d  on November 26. 
1974, by I .S .  Weissbrodt,  a t t o r n e y  of record f o r  t h e  p l a i n t i f f s  i n  t h i s  
docket ;  t h e  de fendan t ' s  response t o  t h e  p e t i t i o n s ;  and t h e  remainder of 
t h e  r ecord  h e r e i n ;  t h e  Commission f i n d s :  

1. Award. The Commission e n t e r e d  a f i n a l  award of $90,000.00 t o  
the p l a i n t i f f s  on November 26, 1973, 32 Ind.  C 1 .  Corn. 282.  Funds were 
appropr ia ted t o  s a t i s f y  t h i s  award by t h e  Act of January 3 ,  1974, 87 
S t a t .  1071. 

2 .  Attorneys '  C o n t r a c t .  The approved a t t o r n e y  c o n t r a c t ,  a s  amended 
(30. 14-20-650. Cont rac t  No. 128). pursuant  t o  which t h e  claim i n  t h i s  
case was prosecuted t o  f i n a l  judgment, was en te red  i n t o  as of March 6,  
1957, between t h e  T l i n g i t  and Haida Ind ians  of Alaska and a t t o r n e y s  
David Cobb, Abe W. Weissbrodt,  J a y  H. Hoag, Clarence L indquis t  and 1.S. 
ue i ssbrod t .  The c o n t r a c t  was f o r  a term of t e n  y e a r s  comenc ing  
b r c h  6, 1957. It was subsequen t ly  extended u n t i l  March 5 ,  1975. 
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An e a r l i e r  approved c o n t r a c t  (No. I-1-ind. 18349) was e n t e r e d  i n t o  
on January 3, 1947, by t h e  T l i n g i t  and Haida I n d i a n s  of Alaska with 
a t t o r n e y s  James E. Curry,  W i l l i a m  L. P a u l ,  Jr.,  F r e d e r i c k  P a u l  and 
Henry Roden. T h i s  c o n t r a c t  expired by its own terms on March 6 ,  1957, 
and was n o t  renewed o r  extended.  

3. At to rneys '  Fee and Expenses Requested. The c o n t r a c t  of March 6, 
1957 ,  p rov ides  i n  paragraph 8 t h a t  t h e  a t t o r n e y s 1  fee s h a l l  be e ight  
pe rcen t  of t h e  recbver;. The f e e  of  $7,200.00 sought  by t h e  a t t o r n e y  
of record r e p r e s e n t s  e i g h t  p e r c e n t  of t h e  f i n a l  award made t o  t h e  
p l a i n t i f f s .  The f e e  awarded is t o  be  d i s t r i b u t e d  by t h e  a t t o r n e y  o f  
r ecord  t o  a l l  o t h e r  a t t o r n e y s  e n t i t l e d  t o  a s h a r e  t h e r e o f .  The a t t o r n e y  
of  r ecord  f u r t h e r  s e e k s  reimbursement of expenses i n  t h e  amount of 
$1,785.93, which r e p r e s e n t s  those  c o s t s  i n c u r r e d  by t h e  f i r m  of 
Weissbrodt and Weissbrodt i n  t h e  p r o s e c u t i o n  of  t h i s  c la im.  

4. Not ice  t o  P a r t i e s .  By l e t t e r s  d a t e d  November 27 ,  1974,  t h e  
Deputy Cle rk  of t h e  Commission n o t i f i e d  t h e  i n t e r e s t e d  p a r t i e s  of  t h e  
p e t i t i o n  f o r  a l lowance of a t t o r n e y s '  f e e s .  By l e t t e r s  d a t e d  December 3, 
1 9 7 4 ,  t h e  Deputy C l e r k  of t h e  Commission n o t i f i e d  t he  i n t e r e s t e d  p a r t i e s  
of t h e  p e t i t i o n  f o r  reimbursement of expenses.  By let ters d a t e d  
December 4 ,  1974,  t h e  Deputy C l e r k  of t h e  Commission mailed c o p i e s  
of the  s t a t ement  accompanying t h e  p e t i t i o n  f o r  a l lowance of a t t o r n e y s '  
fees which had been i n a d v e r t e n t l y  omi t t ed  when t h e  l e t t e r  of November 2 7 ,  
1974, was mailed.  The i n t e r e s t e d  p a r t i e s  n o t l f i e d  were: 

a .  Mr. Cla rence  Jackson ,  P r e s i d e n t ,  C e n t r a l  Counc i l ,  T l i n g i t  
and Haida I n d i a n s  of Alaska,  

b. Honorable Morr is  Thompson, Commissioner, Bureau of I n d i a n  
A f f a i r s ,  U.S. Department of  t h e  I n t e r i o r ,  and 

c .  Honorable Wallace H. Johnson,  A s s i s t a n t  At to rney  Genera l ,  
Land and N a t u r a l  Resources  D i v i s i o n ,  U.S. Department of 
J u s t  i c e .  

5 .  Response of P l a i n t i f f s .  No response  was r e c e i v e d  from t h e  T l i n g i t  
and Haida I n d i a n s  of Alaska w i t h  r e g a r d  t o  e i t h e r  t h e  p e t i t i o n  fo r  allow- 
ance  o f  a t t o r n e y s '  f e e s  o r  t h e  p e t i t i o n  f o r  reimbursement of expenses .  

6. Defendant ' s  Response. The Department of J u s t i c e  responded t o  
t h e  l e t t e r s  of n o t i c e  on January  13, 1975, s t a t i n g  t h a t  i t  t a k e s  no  
p o s i t i o n  i n  r e s p e c t  t h e r e t o .  

Enclosed w i t h  t h e  Department of J u s t i c e  response  was a copy of 
a l e t t e r  d a t e d  December 31, 1974, from t h e  A s s i s t a n t  S o l i c i t o r ,  D i v i s i o n  
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of Indian A f f a i r s ,  U.S. Department of t h e  I n t e r i o r ,  t r a n s m i t t i n g  a copy 
of a  memorandum da ted  December 18, 1974, from t h e  Acting Deputy Commis- 
s ioner  of I n d i a n  A f f a i r s  d e a l i n g  w i t h  t h e  p e t i t i o n  f o r  a t t o r n e y s '  f e e s .  
The Commissioner determined t h a t  t h e  sum sought was reasonable  and 
i n  accordance w i t h  t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  of the c o n t r a c t  between t h e  p l a i n t i f f s  
and t h e i r  counsel .  The A s s i s t a n t  S o l i c i t o r  t r ansmi t t ed  a second 
memorandum on December 31, 1974, which conta ined a copy of a  memorandum 
dated  December 23, 1974, from t h e  Act ing Deputy Commissioner of Ind ian  
A f f a i r s  which d e a l t  w i t h  t h e  p e t i t i o n  f o r  al lowance of expenses.  The 
Commissioner determined wi thou t  except ion t h a t  a l l  expenses claimed 
appeared t o  be  of a kind t o  have been reasonably  incur red  i n  t h e  
prosecution of t h i s  case .  

7 .  At torney Serv ices .  Pursuant  t o  t h e i r  c o n t r a c t  wi th  t h e  p la in -  
t i f f s ,  t h e  a t t o r n e y s  i n v e s t i g a t e d ,  f i l e d  and prosecuted the  claim i n  
t h i s  docket ,  on which p l a i n t i f f s  have been awarded the  amount of 
$90,000.00. For s e r v i c e s  rendered i n  connect ion w i t h  t h a t  award ,  
t he  a t t o r n e y s  a r e  e n t i t l e d  t o  a  f e e  i n  t h e  requested amount of $7,200.00. 
The claimed expenses of t h e  f i r m  of Weissbrodt & Weissbrodt i n  the  
amount of $1,785.93, a r e  reasonab le .  

I T  I S  THEREFORE ORDERED t h a t  o u t  of t h e  funds  appropr ia ted  t o  pay 
the  f i n a l  award of November 26, 1973, t h e r e  s h a l l  be d i s t r i b u t e d  t o  
1 - S .  Weissbrodt on behalf  of t h e  f i r m  of Weissbrodt & Weissbrodt,  t h e  
sum of $1,785.93 f o r  expenses incur red  i n  t h e  p rosecu t ion  of t h i s  
claim, and 

IT I S  FURTHER ORDERED t h a t  o u t  of t h e  funds appropr ia ted  t o  Pay 
t h e  f i n a l  award of November 26, 1973, t h e r e  s h a l l  be  d i s t r i b u t e d  t o  
1.S. Weissbrodt,  a s  a t t o r n e y  of r e c o r d ,  t h e  sum of $7,200.00 f o r  
d i s t r i b u t i o n  by him t o  a l l  a t t o r n e y s  e n t i t l e d  t o  share i n  t h e  f ee -  
This sum s h a l l  be  payment i n  f u l l  f o r  a l l  s e r v i c e s  rendered i n  t h e  
Prosecution of t h i s  c la im.  

Dated a t  Washington, D. C . ,  t h i s  22nd day of Yav 1975. 


