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BEFORE THE INDIAV C WIXS CONN ISS IOS 

MINNESOTA CHIPPEWA TRIBE, e t  a l . ,  ) 
1 

P l a i n t i f  i s ,  1 

v. 
1 
1 
) 

THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 1 
) 

Defendant .  1 

Docket Xo. 18-T 

FINDINGS OF FACT AND ORDER 
ALLOLJINC ATTORVEYS' EXPEXSES 

1. P r e l i m i n a r y  S ta t emen t .  On May 31, 1 9 7 2 ,  t h e  Commission e n t e r e d  

a  f i n a l  award i n  Docket 18-T d i r e c t i n g  that t h e  Ninnesota  Chippewa T r i b e  

on behalf  o f  and f o r  t h e  b e n e f i t  of t h e  Chippewa I n d i a n s  of the 

M i s s i s s i p p i  and Lake S u p e r i o r ,  p l a i n t i f f s ,  recover f rorn t h e  d e f e n d a n t  

t h e  sum of $529,000.00 i n  f u l l  s a t i s f a c t i o n  of  a11 claims i n  Docket 18-T 

(28 Ind .  C1. Comm. 103) .  Funds t o  s a t i s f y  this judgment were a p p r o p r i a t e d  

by t h e  A c t  of October  31, 1 9 7 2 ,  86 S t a t .  1498,  1518. F ind ings  of  f a c t  

and order  a l l o w i n g  a t t o r n e y s '  f e e s  i n  t h i s  docket  =re i s s u e d  by t h e  

Commission on August 29, 1973 (31  Ind. C1.  Comm. 319, 329) .  

2 .  Expense A p p l i c a t i o n .  The a p p l i c a t i o n  for  reimbursement of  

expenses  was f i l e d  on J u l y  1, 1974,  by Rodney J .  Edwards, A t t o r n e y  of 

Record, on b e h a l f  of  a l l  a t t o r n e y s  hav ing  an  i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e  reimbursement 

of expenses  i n  t h i s  c a s e .  The a p p l i c a t i o n  r e q u e s t s  a l l owance  of 

r e i m b u r s a b l e  expenses  i n  t h e  amount o f  $687.61 t o  M r .  Edwards for 

d i s t r i b u t i o n  by him t o  each  of the a t t o r n e y s ,  o r  t h e  e s t a t e s  of  deceased  

attorneys, e n t i t l e d  t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  sharing t h e  re imbursement .  
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3. At to rneys '  Cont rac t s .  The a t t o r n e y s  c o n t r a c t s ,  and t h e  

assignments t h e r e o f ,  under which l e g a l  s e r v i c e s  i n  t h i s  c a s e  were 

performed, have been s e t  down i n  our  Findings  of Fact  on At to rneys '  

Fees, ~ u , ,  a t  321-326. 

4. Notice t o  P a r t i e s .  The Clerk  of t h e  Commission n o t i f i e d  

t h e  P r e s i d e n t  and Executive D i r e c t o r  of t h e  Minnesota Chippewa T r i b e ,  

t h e  Department of Justice and t h e  Department of t h e  I n t e r i o r  o f  t h e  

p e t i t i o n  fo r  reimbursement of expenses  on July 1, 1974. No r e p l y  has been 

rece ived  from t h e  Minnesota Chippewa Tr ibe .  

On September 16,  1974, t h e  Department of J u s t i c e  informed t h e  

Commission, by l e t t e r ,  t h a t  i t  took no p o s i t i o n  r e g a r d i n g  the p e t i t i o n .  

Enclosed i n  t h i s  l e t t e r  was a copy of t h e  comments of t h e  Act ing Deputy 

Commissioner of  Indian Affairs and a forwarding l e t t e r  from t h e  Assoc ia te  

S o l i c i t o r ,  Ind ian  A f f a i r s ,  of t h e  Department of t h e  I n t e r i o r .  The 

letter o f  t h e  Act ing Deputy Commissioner noted t h a t  the expenses p e t i t i o n e d  

for are very modest and t h a t  they appear  t o  f a l l  w i t h i n  a l lowable  

c a t e g o r i e s .  

5. Claimed Expenses. The schedu le  of claimed expenses is  a s  fo l lows :  

. . . . . . . . .  A. Trave l  Expenses of At torneys  $219.44 

B. Long Dis tance  Telephone and Telegraph . . . 4 2 . 0 3  

C. Expenses Advanced by Marvin J. Sonosky, 
Assoc ia te  Attorney . . . . . . . . . . . .  145.24 

D. P r i n t i n g ,  T r a n s c r i p ~ s  and Extra  
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  P o s t a g e .  280.90 

T o t a l  of Expenses Advanced 
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6 .  D e t e r m i n a t i o n  of  Reimbursable Expenses. P u r s u a n t  t o  Sect i o n  1s 

o f  the I n d i a n  Claims Commission Ac t ,  60 S t a t .  1049 ( 1 9 4 6 ) .  Rule 3 4 ( b )  

of t h e  Connnission's Rules  of  Procedure ,  25 C.F.R. 5 503 .34 (b ) ,  a s  

amended 39 Fed. Reg. 41173 (1974),  and t h e   omm mission's P o l i c y  S ta t emen t  

No. 102 i s s u e d  July 15, 1968,  and upon examinat ion  o f  t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n .  

the s u p p o r t i n g  documenta t ion ,  and t h e  e n t i r e  r eco rd  of e x p e n d i t u r e s  

i n c u r r e d  i n  t h e  p r o s e c u t i o n  of t h i s  c l a im,  t h e  Commission conc ludes  t h a t  

t h e  c l a imed  expenses  i n  t h i s  a p p l i c a t i o n  are r e a s o n a b l e  and p r o p e r  expenses  

of  l i t i g a t i o n  and s h o u l d  b e  a l lowed w i t h  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  except ion:  

Rodney J. Edwards and B e l l  t o  lunch - $5.20. 

No vouche r  o r  o t h e r  ev idence  h a s  been submi t t ed  t o  s u p p o r t  t h i s  

expense .  There  is no i n d i c a t i o n  t h a t  i t  was i n  any way connected w i t h  

t h e  p r o s e c u t i o n  of  the Docket 18-T claim. 

7. Conclus ion .  On t h e  b a s i s  of t h e  evidence of record,  t h e  Commission 

f i n d s  that a l l  of  t h e  c la imed items of expenses  n o t  s p e c i f i c a l l y  t r e a t e d  i n  

t h e  f o r e g o i n g  f i n d i n g s  a r e  r e a s o n a b l e  and p r o p e r  expenses of  l i t i g a t i o n  and 

shou ld  t h e r e f o r e  b e  a l lowed.  The Commission concludes  t h a t  a f t e r  d e d u c t i n g  

t h e  d i s a l l o w e d  i t e m ,  s u p r a ,  t h e  sum of $682.41 is  r e a s o n a b l e  and  p r o p e r  

f o r  reimbursement . 
IT I S  THEREFORE ORDERED t h a t  o u t  of t h e  funds  a p p r o p r i a t e d  t o  pay 

t h e  f i n a l  award e n t e r e d  h e r e i n  on May 31, 1972,  t h e r e  s h a l l  be  d i s t r i b u t e d  

to Rodney J. Edwards, a t t o r n e y  o f  r e c o r d  f o r  p l a i n t i f f s ,  t h e  sum o i  $682.41 
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as reimbursement i n  full for expenditures  made i n  the  prosecut ion o f  t h i s  

c la im,  the s a i d  sum to be  d i s t r i b u t e d  by Rodney J .  Edwards t o  a l l  p a r t i e s  

having an i n t e r e s t  i n  t h i s  p e t i t i o n .  

Dated a t  Washington, D. C . ,  t h i s  4 t h  day o f  Sertenber 1075. 

v p  Z.!* 
J O ~ T .  Vance, Commissioner 

ce ,  Commissioner 


