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BEFORE THE INDXAN CLAIMS COMMISSION 

THE SENECA-CAYUGA TRIBE OF OKLAHOMA, 
AND PETER BUCK, STEWART JAMISON, 
RUBY CHARLOE, MVID CHARLOE AND 
LEWIS WHITEWING, MEMBERS AND 
REPRESENTATIVES THEREOF, 

P l a i n t i f f s ,  

THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 

Defendant . 
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ORqER ALLOWING ATTORNEYS' FEES - 
Having considered the a p p l i c a t i o n  for a t t o r n e y s '  fee filed on July 1 4 ,  

1975, by Paul  G. Reilly, a t t o r n e y  of  record  for p l a i n t i f f s ,  on behalf of 
the law firm of  Earle & Reilly, t h e  defendant ' s  response f i l ed  on August 1, 
1975, t h e  contract of  employment under which t h e  a t t o r n e y s  se rved ,  and 
the e n t i r e  record o f  a l l  proceedings i n  t h i s  docket ,  t h e  Commission f i n d s  
and o rde r s  as follows: 

1. - Award. On June 11, 1975, the Commission en t e r ed  a f i n a l  award 
i n  favor  o f  t h e  p l a i n t i f f s  i n  t he  amount of $42,021.12, plus i n t e r e s t  a t  
t he  rate of 5% on t h e  principal amount o f  $6,013.49 from January 1, 1 9 7 2 ,  
u n t i l  paid.  36 Ind. C1. Cam. 170, 180. 

2. Cont rac tua l  Authority and Compensation. This  claim has been 
prosecuted pursuant  t o  attorneys' c o n t r a c t  dated March 3, 1947, made 
between t h e  lav firm of Earle 6 Rei l ly  and the  p l a i n t i f  £8.  That contract, 
bearing symbol number I-1-ind. 42018, was approved by t he  Comisdoner 
of  Indian Affairs, Department of  t h e  I n t e r i o r  on May 10, 1948, f o r  a 
period of 10 years beginning with the  date of approval. Severa l  exten- 
sions of contract No. 42018 have bean nego t i a t ed  by Paul G. Ref l ly ,  
surv iv ing  p a r t n e r  of t h e  f i rm  of Earle & Reilly, and have been duly 
approved by the Department of the Interior. The last extens ion  was 
approved for  a per iod  of  5 years commencing on May 10, 1973. An asafgn- 
m n t  by the law firm of E a r l e  6 R e i l l y  of a one-fourth i n t e r e s t  In t h e  
cont rac t  t o  the law firm of Mnighan and Necarsulmer was approved on 
February 16, 1956. 

b n t r a c t  42018 prov ides  t h a t  compensation t o  t h e  a t t o rneys  is wholly 
contingent upon recovery and f i xed  a t  ten (10) percenturn of any and all 

recovered through the e f f o r t s  of the  c o n t r a c t i n g  a t to rneys .  
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3. h e  Application. The appl ica t ion by Paul G. Rei l ly ,  a t torney 
of record, i 8  aude pursuant t o  the  terms of the  approved at torneys '  
contrac t  and requests allowance of at torneys '  f e e  i n  the  a.1~0-t of 
$4,305 061. This amount r e p r e s a t e  10 percent of the  pr incipal  8um of 
$42,021.12. plua 1 0  percent of $1,035 .45 which counsel here in  has 
calcula ted  a s  t h e  amount of i n t e r e s t  accrued on $6,013.49 from January 1, 
1972, t o  June 11, 1975, the  da te  of the  f i n a l  award. 

4. Notice t o  Par t i e s .  A not ice  of the f i l i n g  of the  appl ica t ion 
fo r  the  allowance of at torneys '  f ee  i n  these cases was mailed on 
Ju ly  16, 3975, by the  Clerk of the  Comnission t o  the  representa t ive  of 
the  p l a i n t i f f  t r i b e ,  the  Department of Just ice,  and t o  the  Commiusioner 
of tha Bureau of Indian Affa i r# ,  Department of t h e  In te r io r .  No reeponse 
from the  p l a i n t i f f s  has been received by the  Commission. 

The defendant'. rcaponee of July 31, 1975, included copies of a 
l e t t e r  from the  Aseiatant S o l i c i t o r  f o r  Indian Af fa i r s  and a mewrandum 
of t h e  Commiosioner of Indian Affa i rs  indica t ing t h a t  the  f e e  dlaimed 
war i n  accordance with t h e  terms of the contrac ts  and no object ion was 
interposed t o  the  allowance thereof. 

5 Attorneyr' Services. The attorneys herein,  i n  discharge of 
t h e i r  contrac tual  obl igat ions ,  rendered valuable se rv ices  t o  t h e i r  
c l i a n t  i n  the  succea&l pros&ution of the  claim* presented i n  Dockets 
341-A and 341-B, and they a r e  e n t i t l e d ,  pursuant t o  Section 15 of t h e  
Indian Claims Comaieaion Act and the  terms of the  aforementioned 
contrac t r ,  t o  the  at torneys '  f e e  determined below. 

6. Amount of Fee. A. indicated i n  f inding 3, supra, counsel 
requartad a fea  i n  the  amount of $4,305.61, which amount includes 
l n t e r e r t  accrued t o  the  da te  of t h e -  f i n a l  award. The f i n a l  award 
entered on June 11, 1975, p rwidao  f o r  i n t e r e s t  a t  the  rate of 5 percent 
per mnum on the  t o t a l  unpaid p r inc ipa l  of $6,013.49 from January 1, 
1972, u n t i l  paid. We a r e  advised th.t the  payment da te  was December 22, 
1975, and t h a t  the  t o t a l  amount t h a t  became payable on the  award here in  
t o  th. p l a i n t i f f  r on t h a t  da te  wao $43,215.58 .- The requested at torneys '  
fee of $4,305.61 is not i n  excese of 1 0  percent of such t o t a l  amount 
and the  at tornego a r e  e n t i t l e d  t o  receive such fee.  

IT I S  THEREFORE ORDERED t h a t  out of funds appropriated t o  . ' 

pay the f i n d  award t o  the  p l a i n t i f f s  herein,  there  s h a l l  be disbursed 
to Paul G.  Reil ly,  on behalf of the law firm of Earle 6 Rei l ly ,  the 
m u m  of $6,305.61. Said sum is subject  t o  d i s t r i b u t i o n  t o  pa r t i c ipa t ing  
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attomeyr in accordance with their  respective interests therein, and 
shall represent payment i n  full for all services rendered in the 
prosecution of the claims under Dockets 341-A and 341-B. 

Dated at Waehlngton, D. C., t h i s  29th day of December 1975 

- 
Margaret H. Pierce, Comisaioner 


