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FINDINGS OF FACT 

The Commiesion makes the  following f indings of f a c t  which are aupple- 

mental t o  f indings of f a c t 1 3  through 35 previously entered on December 2,  

1970, 24 Ind. C1. Conan. 147. Findings of f a c t  1 thmugh 14, entered i n  

Docket 3324 on December 14, 1970, 24 Ind. C1. Comm. 208, a r e  hereby 

incorporated by reference i n t o  these findings. For reasons of simplici ty,  

we s h a l l  renumber findings i n  t h i s  consolidation beginning with number 1. 

General Findings 

1. Description of the Sioux-Fort Laramie Lands 'the area of land 

rdaerved t o  t h e  Sioux under the 1853 Fort Laramie Treaty generally covered a 

region bordered by the  Missouri River on the e a s t ,  the  North Fork of the  

P l a t t e  River on the  south, the Powder River on the west, and the  Heart River 

on the  north. 

This region presently includes portions of the following s t a t e s :  

&astern Wyoming; northwestern Nebraska; South Dakota, west of the  Missouri 

River; southwestern North Dakota; and extreme southeastern Montana. 
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2. Location of For t  Lookout. During t h e  period 1838 t o  1858 Fort  

Lookout r e f e r r ed  t o  a l o c a t i o n  on t h e  west bank of t he  Missouri River 

s eve ra l  miles  nor th  of  t h e  mouth of White River. This was i n s ide  t he  

Sioux-Fort Laramie lands.  I n  t he  v i c i n i t y  of For t  Lookout, on the  east 

s i d e  of t he  Missouri  River ,  a t r ad ing  post  f o r  t he  Yanktons was located.  

3. Location of  For t  P i e r r e .  Fort  Pierre was located on the  west 

bank of the  Missouri  River ,  near  t he  mouth of t he  Bad River,  and i n s i d e  

the  Sioux-Fort Laramie lands.  It w a s  on t he  periphery of the  t r e a t y ' s  

boundaries. 

4. Location of Fort  Laramie. Fort  Laramie was s i t u a t e d  on t h e  

Laramie River, approximately one m i l e  upstream from i ts  mouth, and o u t s i d e  

t h e  Sioux-Fort Laramie lands.  Though on the  Laramie River, i t  was of t en  

r e f e r r ed  t o  as being on the  North Fork of t h e  P l a t t e  River which was only 

a mile  away. During p a r t  of t he  period of time covered by t h i s  dec is ion ,  

Fort  Laramie was known as Fort  John. 

5. Extent of t h e  Upper P l a t t e  Indian Agency. The Upper P l a t t e  Agency 

included lands  both i n s i d e  and ou t s ide  the Sioux-Fort Laramie a rea .  

6. Observations of  Edward Denig, 1833-1855. Denig, who spent  

approximately twenty years in t h e  genera l  a r ea ,  wrote i n  1855-56 of  his 

experience and r e c o l l e c t i o n s  covering t h a t  period. He Included a 

desc r ip t i on  of the  l oca t ions  of t he  var ious  Sioux bands. H e  d id  no t ,  

however, i n d i c a t e  t he  exact  year  o r  years i n  which the bands were found 

i n  t he  l oca t ions  he descr ibes .  

Denig placed the  Brules on the  headwaters of  the White River and 

t h e  Niobrara River, reaching down those r i v e r s  t o  t h e i r  middle and 

touching the Badlands and the  Bad River on t h e  west and north.  
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The Oglalae were said t o  inhabit the area from Fort Laramie on the 

Platte River (actually the Laramte River), extending northeast, including 

the Black H i l l s ,  the heads of the Bad River and reaching as law down as 

the  forks of the Cheyenne. Continuing w e s t ,  according t o  Denig, they 

were frequently found near the head of Grand River. 

The Minneconjous were t o  be found from Cherry River on the Cheyenne 
t 

t o  the Butte de Mince on the Grand River. 

The Hunkpapas, Sans Arcs, and the Blackfeet Sioux were said t o  

occupy similar areas. They aould be found along the Horeau, Cannonball, 

Heart, and Grand Rivers. They seldom extended f a r  up the Grwd River 

but occasionally reached the L i t t l e  Missouri River. 

The Two Kettle Band was sa id  t o  confine i t s e l f  t o  the Moreau 

and Cheyenne Rivers. 

The Yanktons wece said  t o  reside i n  t e r r i t o r i e s  east of the  Missouri 

River between the Vermillion River and Fort Pierre,  occas&onally plscing 

t he i r  v i l lage on the head and along the James River i f  game were t o  be 

had, but more often were si tuated on the west s ide of the Missouri River 

between the Niobrara River and the White River and a t  times along these 

rivers. Denig further remarked that, occasionally, the Yanktans veFe 

located at &ad around Fort Pierre and as f a t  beyond a s  the Cheyenne River. 

Denig placed the  Tetons almost ent i re ly  within the Siowc-F~rt Larmia 

area. The Yanktons, though found t o  reside principally i n  areas ~utsida 

t h e  Sioux-Fort hramielands,were located a t  ce r ta in  times within the area. 
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Yankton and Teton Locations: 1838-1843 

7. Observations of Colin Campbell, 1838-39. In a March 14, 1838, l e t t e r  

t o  P. Dm  Papin, t r a d e r  Colin Campbell told him t h a t  should he send goods 

t o  t h e  south fork  of t he  White River ( ins ide  Sioux-Fort Laramie lands), 

t h e  Yanktons would t r ade  there .  On Apri l  28, 1839, Campbell agafn 

reported from the  fo rks  of the White River t h a t  t he  Yanktons had ar r ived  

with plenty of robes. This  repor t  did not mention where the  Yanktone 

ar r ived  from. 

8. Sight ings by John C. Fremont, 1838-1843. John Charles Fremont 

embarked on severa l  journeys through the  West, r e su l t ing  i n  h i s  frequent  

contact  with var ious  Indian t r i b e s .  In  June 1839 he was a t  Fort  Pierre, 

and noted that a l a r g e  v i l l a g e  of Yankton Sioux was on the  prairie a 

f e w  miles  away. The loea t ion  of t h i s  p r a i r i e  was not given. A month l a t e r  

near t h e  Sheyenne Mver, located e a s t  of  the  Missouri and ou t s ide  of the  

Sioux-Fort Laramie lands,  Fremont and h i s  par ty  encountered Yankton lodges 

as well as Yanktonais and Sissetons.  T h i s  s ight ing  placed Yanktons 

east of the  Missouri and outs ide  the Sioux-Fort Laramie lands. This  

s igh t ing  was not  of t h e  e n t i r e  Yankton subt r ibe .  

Fremnnt recounted t h a t  i n  Augu8t 1841, on the waters of t he  Snake 

River, t he  trader Frapp and h i s  men fought the Cheyenne and the Sioux. 

The Frapp incident  had angered the  Indians and l ed  t o  the  un i t ing  of 800 

lodges of Gros Ventre, Oglalas,  and Cheyennes. This group intended t o  

attack the  Shoshones and Crows and a par ty  of about 100 whites  i n  e i t h e r  

t he  Green River Valley (west of t h e  subject  tract) o r  on the  Sweetwater 

River (west of ,  o r  the  southwest boundary of the  Sioux-Fort Laramie l a d s ) .  

According t o  Fremont, these Indians were t o  hunt buffalo i n  the Medicine 
1 
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Bow Mountains (southwest of the area) ,  c ross  over t o  "the Green River, and 

then re tu rn  t o  the  Laramie by way of the South Pass and the  Sweetwater Valley. 

Fremont subsequently learned t h a t  the  Indians had i n  f a c t  overtaken the  white 

par ty  near Rock Independence i n  the va l l ey  of the Sweetwater i n  the  southwest 

corner of the  Sioux-Fort Laramie lands. The whites were led by Thomas " ~ r o k e n  

Hand" Fi tzpat r ick ,  who convinced the  Indians t o  permit them unmolested passage. 

Later ,  i n  Ju ly  1842 Fremont encountered more Oglala Sioux, who advised 

Fremont t h a t  they were a par t  of a la rge  v i l l a g e  t h a t  was on i t s  way home. 

The v i l l age ,  cons is t ing  of Arapahoes, Cheyennes, and Oglalas, had crossed 

the North P l a t t e  below the  mouth of the  Sweetwater, was now i n  t h e  Black 

H i l l s  of Wyoming, and would re turn  t o  the North P l a t t e  by the  way of Deer 

Creek* This occurred southwest of the  Sioux-Fort Laramie lands. 

On July  3, 1843, while i n  the va l l ey  of the  South Fork of the  P l a t t e ,  

neat t h e  mouth of Bijou Creek, Fremont encountered an Oglala from a nearby 

v i l l age ,  The Sioux of t h e  v i l l a g e  had l o s t  a l l  t h e i r  animals i n  the 

aever i ty  of the preceding winter and were now on t h e i r  way up the  Bijou 

Fork t o  beg horses from the Arapahoes, who were hunting a t  the head of the  

r i v e r ,  Theae incidents  occurred south of the  Sioux-Fort Laramie lands. 

Final ly,  on August 5, 1843, Fremont was journeying down the  Arkansas 

River, within twenty miles of Bent% Fort ,  when he m e t  a l a rge  v i l l a g e  of 

S i ~ w r  and Cheyennes, who were returning from the  crossing of the Arkansas 

where they had met the  Kiowas and Comanches. This group of Sioux and 

Cheyennes had massacred f i f t e e n  Delawares whom they had discovered i n  6 

f o r t  on the Smoky H i l l  River. These events took place south of the Sioux- 

Fort  Laramie lands. 



9. Observations of Stephen Riggs, 1840. Steph'en Riggs, a missionary 

at  Lac qu i  Par le ,  traveled t o  Fort  P i e r r e  i n  1840 i n  an attempt t o  e s t a b l i s h  

a mission among t h e  Sioux of the  Missouri. H e  described t h e  loca t ions  of 

t h e  various sub-tr ibes of t h e  Sioux. He noted t h a t  the  Yanktons, though 

still considered t o  be l i v i n g  east of the  Missouri, hunted mostly west of 

t h e  r ive r .  Rigga d is t inguished  between where the  Sioux bands "lived" and 

where these  bands "hunted". Regarding the  Tetons, Riggs placed them all 

west of the  Missouri and loca ted  t h e i r  hunting grounds as befng frm the 

Missouri River t o  the  Black H i l l s  and from t h e  Mandan v i l l a g e s  on t h e  nor th  

t o  t h e  Platte River on the  south. 

The Tetons were broken down i n t o  seven d i s t i n c t i v e  bands and Rigge out- 

l i n e d  the range of each. The Brules were sa id  t o  range c h i e f l y  on the  

heads of White River and as f a r  south and west as t he  headwaters of t h e  

P l a t t e .  The Oglalae ranged near  the  Black H i l l s  of South Dakota and 

sometimes a s  far south as t he  P l a t t e .  The ~ i n n e c o n j o u ' s  range was 

general ly on the  Cheyenne River. Riggs placed the  Hunkpapas and Sane 

Arcs nor th  of t he  Minneconjou and the  Blackfeet along the  Grand River 

The Two Kettles were sa id  t o  range nor th  of t he  Blackfeet. 

Riggs' l oca t ions  of the Teton bands placed them throughout the 

Sioux-Fort Laramie l ands  and beyond. From Riggs ' descr ip t ion ,  the  over- 

whelming bulk of the Tetons were within the Sioux-Fort Laramie lands. 

From ~iggs' diseueaion it  w a s  d i f f i c u l t  t o  determine whether t h e  Yanktone, 

who repor ted ly  hunted primari ly west of the  Missouri River, hunted i n  a reas  

in s ide  o r  outs ide  the Sioux-Fort Laramie lands. 

~iggs' account a l s o  d e a l t  w i t h  the buffa lo  hunt,  A t  t he  ou t se t  of 

his journey from Lac quf Par le ,  Riggs accompanied a party of Sioux 

Indians s t a r t i n g  out on t he i r  bufdalo hunt. He stated that the "horses, 
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women and children,  and dogs were a l l  heavily laden with k e t t l e s ,  uarious 

a r t i c l e s  of clothing,  and corn f o r  provisions u n t i l  they reached t h e  

buffalo." Teton Siowt Exhibit No. 106, p. 330. Thus, it appears &hat 

t he  e n t i r e  group accompanied the  men on such hunts. 

10. Logbook of Joseph LaBarge, 1840. Joseph LaBarge, the  renovned 

r iverboat  capta in  who psloted steamboats up and down t he  Missouri River, 

maintained a logbook of his t r i p s .  On July  20, 1840, h i s  logbook 

recounted a meeting with some Yanktons who had t h e i r  lodges below the  

L i t t l e  Cheyenne. The L i t t l e  Cheyenne River was east of t h e  Missouri River, 

outeide of the  Sioux-Fort Laramie lands. The s ight ing  was of only a 

mall group of Yanktons, not the e n t i r e  sub-tribe. 

11. Observations of Rufus Sage, 1841-1842. Rufus Sage, the  mountain 

man, spent many months i n  the  area occupied by the Sioux. In 1841, he 

located the  Oglala and Brule bands i n  the  v i c i n i t y o f  Fort P l a t t e  

which was located on the North Fork of the  P l a t t e  River, three-fourths 

of a m i l e  abwe the  mouth of the Laramie River and ins ide  the Sioux-Fort 

Laramie lands. In describing the  boundaries of the Sioux Nation, Sage 

s t a t ed  t h a t  "the Sioux occupy a t e r r i t o r y  extending from the  St.  Pe ters  

of the Mississippi  t o  the  Missouri and from there to the  forks  of the  

P l a t t e ,  and up t h a t  r i v e r  to i ts  headwaters." Hankton Sioux Exhibit No. 

41, p. 2. Much of the  described area ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  the  southwest and 

eas tern  portions, was outside t h e  Sioux-Fort Laramie lands. 

The following year, on July  4 ,  1842, Sage saw the Sioux along with 

o ther  t r i b e s  encamped near Beaver Creek, which was south of the  South 

P l a t t e  and outside of the  Sioux-Fort Laramie lands. His account d id  not 

specify which band of Sioux or how many lodges of the 600 to  700 total 
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lodges were Sioux. Near t h e  end of August of t h a t  year,  Sage a l s o  reported 

a grand convocation of Indians, including a l a rge  number of Sioux, Comanches, 

Blackfeet, and k ic lcarees ,  i n  the  v i c i n i t y  of Port  Lancaster (South Pork of 

t h e  P l a t t e  River). Sage d i d  not  d i sc lose  which band of Sioux and how many 

were involved. 

Besides the  aforementioned s ight ings ,  Sage observed t h a t  var ious  

Indian t r i b e s  were dependent s o l e l y  upon the  chase f o r  subsis tence and 

occupied no f ixed residences. According t o  Sage, these t r i b e 8  were 

required t o  rove from place t o  place i n  search of game. 

12. Journal of Theodore Talbot,  1843. Theodore Talbot,  who t rave led  

with John Fremont, a l s o  compiled a journal  of his expedition. On August 2, 

1843, while separated from Fremont, Talbot passed an Oglala v i l l a g e  of 

about 1,500 persons near Horse Creek. This sighting was south of the  

North Fork of the Platte and outs ide  of the  Sioux-Fort Laramie lands. 

On August 4, 1843, Talbot and others camped near Fort John, which was 

located one m i l e  upstream on the  Laramie River, and outs ide  of t h e  Sioux- 

For t  Laramie lands. Nearby, s eve ra l  lodges of Erules and Minneconjous 

were camped. A few days l a t e r  while t r ave l ing  along the  Sweetwater River,  

Talbot encountered a group of Minneconjous. These Indians were a l l eged ly  

on a war p a r t y  agains t  the  Crows. The Sweetwater River flows through lands 

outs ide  of t he  Sioux-Fort Laramie lands a s  w e l l  as forming the eouthweetern 

bonder of the  t r e a t y  area.  

13. Sight ings of Johnson and Winter, 1843. T '  other  t r a v e l e r s ,  

Johnson and Winter, mentioned i n  t h e i r  na r ra t ives  t h e i r  coming upon a 

Sioux Indian on August 4, 1843. They were ab le  t o  prevent h i s  escape and 
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Inquired about t he  whereabouts of h i s  t r i b e .  He informed them t h a t  he 

was from a v i l l a g e  of 300 souls camped t h ree  miles away. 

This Siowt v i l l a g e  was located near t h e  headwaters of t h e  Sweetwater 

River, west of t h e  Sioux-Port Laramie lands. 

Yankton and Teton Locations - 1844-1849 

14. Reports of Agent Drips, 1844-1845. I n  the  l a t e  f a l l  of 1844, 

Agent Andrew Drips of the Upper Missouri Agency reported t o  the  Superin- 

tendent of Indian Affairs t h a t  four  men had a r r ived  from Fort  John with 

t h e  news t h a t  two white hunters  had been k i l l e d  by t he  Sioux on t h e  head 

of Laramie Pork, which was outs ide  the Sioux-Fort Larrwie lands. The 

Sioux involved i n  t h e  incident  were not f u r t h e r  i d e n t i f i e d  by Agent Drips. 

I n  December 1844 the  Oglalas received t h e i r  suppl ies  from Agent Drips 

a t  t h e  Oglala camp on the  P l a t t e  River. Other Oglalas received t h e i r  
I/ - 

suppl ies  t h a t  month a t  t he  Oglala camp on Horse Creek. The l a t t e r  

camp was outs ide  t h e  Sioux-Fort Laramie lands. It is not c l e a r  whether t h e  

P l a t t e  River camp was located i n s ide  o r  outs ide  the Siowt-Fort Laramie 

area. 

The Hunkpapaa and Brules received t h e i r  suppl ies  g t  t h e i r  (2amp gt 

Fort P ie r r e  on October 4, and November 3, 1844, respect ively.  Thig 

occurred wi th in  the  Sioux-Fort Laramie lands. 

I n  h i s  August 27, 1845, repor t  t o  Superintendent Harvey, Drips ptated 

tha t  the  Sioux of t h e  Upper Missouri Agency were numerous and sca t t e red  

over a l a rge  tract of country. According to Drips, they "lived e n t i r e l y  

1/ The Docket 332-C p l a i n r ~ i f s  reported Drips' account a s  specifying the  - 
"Horn Creek"; however, upon close examination we have determined t h a t  "Horre 
Creek" was the cor rec t  reading of the repor t  by Drips. 
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upon buf fa lo ,  and were found during the  winter  nlonths p r i n c i p a l l y  on the 

Missouri o r  its t r i b u t a r i e s .  The remainder of the  year they were on a 

large t r a c t  of country between the Mfssouri and t h e  P l a t t e  i n  search  of 

subsistence." Yankton Sioux Exhibi t  No. 45-7, p. 2. 

15. McLead's Letter - Tetons and Yanktons East of the Missouri 

River,  1845. In  a letter dated Apri l  12 ,  1845, a t r ade r  i n  the  region 

east and nor th  of t h e  Missouri  reported the a r r i v a l  of over 600 lodges 

of Yanktons and Tetons along t h e  nor thern  James River a rea ,  wi th  more 

coming i n  da i ly .  According t o  t h i s  t r a d e r ,  named Martin McCeod, the 

Indians brought astounding reports that  due t o  t he  extreme scarcity of 

bu f f a l e  not one Teton o r  Yankton remained west of the  Missouri .  McLeod's 

l e t t e r  f u r t h e r  mentioned many bands wandering about i n  a s t a t e  of starvation 

all winter .  

Mc~eod ' s  let ter  s t a t h g  t h a t  a l l  Tetons and Yanktons were east of 

the Missouri  referred only t o  those Indians normally found a t  t h a t  time 

along t he  Miesouri and i ts  t r i b u t a r i e s .  By 1845 many bands of the Sioux 

were no longer spending t h e i r  wfnter along the Missouri  b u t  had expanded 

i n t o  areas f u r t h e r  t o  t h e  west. This  f a c t ,  coupled with the  extreme 

s c a r c i t y  of buf fa lo  along the Missouri that winter, caused those  bands 

t o  avoid the Missouri River and t o  hunt f o r  buf fa lo  along the North Fork 

of t h e  P l a t t e .  

16. Report of Agent Hamilton, 1844. In  July of 1844 Agent Joseph 

Hamilton of the  Council Bluffs Agency ind ica ted  co h i s  superiors t h a t  the 

country i n  which For t  John was s i t u a t e d  belonged t o  the  Brules and Oglalas  

who numbered about 600 lodgee. This l o c a t i o n  pl.rced these  bands of Tetons 

i n  the southwest por t ion  of the Sioux-Fort Laramfe lande and i n  lands located 

ou t s ide  of the area. 
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17. Expedition of Colon& Kearny and Coake, 1845, Colonel Ph i l ip  

Kearny, who v i s i t e d  the Siowc during the summer of 1845, maintained a 

journal o r  logbook of the events occurring during h i s  expedition. On 

June 9, while continuing up the  North Fork of the  P l a t t e ,  he reported 

seeing l a rge  herds of buffalo on both s i d e s  of the  r iver .  A week l a t e r ,  

0x1 June 16, Kearny observed some 250 Oglala and Brule Sioux near Fort 

Laramie. On h i s  r e tu rn  t r i p ,  Kearny encountered 73 lodges of Oglalas on 

the  south bank of the North Fork of the  P la t t e .  

On June 15, 1845, Colonel Phi l ip  Cooke, who accompanied Colonel Kearny 

and kept an account of h i s  own experiences, m e t  with 1,200 Sioux a t  the 

confluence of the  North Pork of the  P l a t t e  and the  Laramie River. These 

s ight ings  were outside of the  Sioux-Fort Laramie lands. 
2 /  - 

18. The Journal of Joel  Palmer, 1845. J o e l  Palmer a l s o  v i s i t e d  the  

region around Fort  Laramie during the s u m e r  of 1845, Palmer's journal 

of t r a v e l  o m  the  Rocky Mountains reported a June 25, 1845, s ight ing  of 

Siowc: a t  Fort Laramie. Palmer estimated the number of Sioux l i v i n g  i n  

t h i s  region a t  c lose  t o  1,500 lodges. This included more than j u s t  one 

band of Sioux. This repor t  included Oglalas, Brules, and smaller amounts 

of o ther  Teton bands and, perhaps, even some Cheyenne. 

Trading Report of A. R. Bouis, 1845. I n  l a t e  August 1845, t r ade r  

A. R. Bouis reported t o  h i s  superiors  on the locat ions  of the  t r i b e s  and 

the  prospects for the coming t rading season. H e  wrote that he expected 

31 Reben Cold Thwaites, Palmer's e d i t o g  noted t h a t  t h e  usual hab i t a t  of the 
Sioux was along the Missouri River or eastward. According t o  Thwaites, the 
Teton Sioux were i n  the habit of wandering westward fo r  summer hunts. 
Thwaites, ad did Riggs, distinguished areas where Sioux l ived and where 
they hunted. 
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a good winter season s ince  a t  the  time of his writing buffalo were p l e n t i f u l  

i n  the Fort  P l a t t e  area.  He indicated t h a t  p a r t  of t h e  Minneconjous would 

winter  i n  the v i c i n i t y  of Fort P l a t t e .  Other Mimeconjous were presently 

at  Bear Butte ( ins ide  the  Sioux-Fort Laramie lands) vhile the  rest had left 

f o r  t he  P la t t e .  The Hunkpapas along with some Blackfeet S i o w  were sa id  
31 

present ly  t o  be a t  Three Buttes  ( loca t ion  unknown). The Sans ~ r c s  were 

on the  White River with a band of Brulee. A group of Yanktona was a t  the 

James River, and another  group of Yanktons was a t  t h e i r  cornf ie ld ,  Bouis 

d id  not i nd ica t e  the  loca t ion  of the  co rn f i i l d .  The Yanktons had such 

f i e l d s  both east and w e s t  of the Missouri River. 

From Bouis's repor t  i t  is found t h a t  i n  l a t e  August 1845 v i r t u a l l y  

all t h e  Yanktons reported were e a s t  of the  Missouri and v i r t u a l l y  all the  

Tetons reported were west of the Missouri, w i t h  a majori ty of t h e  reported 

hands being within the  Sioux-Fort Laramie lands. 

20. Sight ings of Edwin Bryant, 1846. Edwin Bryant, a journeyer 

through the  West between 1846 and 1847, recorded his experiences, On 

June 23, 1846, he reached Fort  Laramie,where he reported over 3,000 Sioux 

Indians encamped on the  p l a i n  surrounding the f o r t ,  Th is  was ou t s ide  of 

the Sioux-Fort Laramie lands. According t o  Bryant, the Sioux had co l l ec t ed  

the re  f o r  the purpose of organizing a war par ty  against the  Shoshone and 

Crows. Bryant f u r t h e r  dieclosed t h a t ,  i n  t rave l ing  with t h e i r  women and 

chi ldren,  t he  Sioux could cover 50 t o  60 milee p e r  day. 

3/ Both p a r t i e s  c i t e d  t h i s  band a s  being "Sawons". Our examination of the  - 
s c r i p t  copy of Bouis"report i n  Yankton exhib i t  45-8 clearly indicate8 t h a t  
he was r e f e r r i n g  t o  the Sans Arcs. 
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On June 24, 1846, Bryant observed that the  Sioux had broken camp and 

had conducted t h e i r  women and chi ldren  t o  a point  on the  P l a t t e  about 50 

miles above Por t  Laramie (within t h e  Sioux-Fort Laramie lands), where the 

warr iors  l e 4 t  them i n  the c a r e  of the o ld  men u n t i l  the  war pa r ty  returned.  

The war p a r t i e s  were composed s t r i c t l y  of the  warr iors .  The old  men, 

women, and children stayed behind. 

21. The Journals  of Francis  Parkman, 1846. Francis  Parkman, t he  

famous h i s to r i an ,  maintained a journal  of h i s  western travels. Often, 

he spent time living with the  various Indian t r i b e s  he encountered. The 

e d i t o r  of h i s  journa ls  noted t h a t  Parkman spent  a f e w  weeks i n  the  summer 

of 1846 hunting with a Sioux v i l l a g e  beyond the Laramie Mountains i n  the  

Laramie Basin, and i n  the eas t e rn  f o o t h i l l s  of the  Medicine Bow Meuntains 

(bouthweet of the Sioux-Fort Laramie lande). 

On June 1 4 ,  1846, Parlanan and h i s  pa r ty  6orded Horse Creek (south of 

the Sioux-Fort Laramie lands) and sighted 20 lodges of Oglalas under Chief 

Smoke on the  banks of t h e  creek. A week l a t e r  Parkman camped with t h e  

Oglala Chief, Man Afraid of H i s  Horses, a t  t h e  mouth of t h e  Chugwater, 

(south of the  Sioux-Fort Laramie l a n d s ) .  Parkman mentioned t ha t  the Sioux were 

massing f o r  a l a rge  war party. The Minneconj~us were expected on June 29, 

1846. Oglalas under Chief Smoke were hunting across  the P l a t t e .  Tunica, 

another Oglala c h i e f t a i n ,  a r r ived  and Parkman learned i t  was Tunica's 

i n t en t ion  t o  hunt i n  the  vicinity of the  Laramie Mountains and then go t o  Far. 

On Ju ly  15, 1846, Parkman headed south towr;zds the headwaters of 

Laramie Creek (south of the  Sioux-Fort Laramie lands) .  That n ight  h e  

reached the  v i l l a g e  of Big Crow, an Oglala. Parkmaa hunted with t h i s  

village and moved with it up the Laramie Creek towards the  e a s t e r n  foot- 

h i l l s  of t h e  Medicice 30w Mouatains. 
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Accbrding t o  Parhen 's  journal, the  Sioux hunted i n  bands and while 

hunting never really maintained a permanent s i t e .  

22. Report of Agent Moore. 1846. T. P. Moore succeeded Andrew Drips 

as agent f o r  the  Upper Missouri Agency. In h i s  report of September 21, 

1846, he indicated t h a t  the Yanktons were t o  receive t h e i r  annuit ies a t  

Fort Lookout o r  Campbell's t rading house. Moore referred t o  Fort Lookout 

a s  being the headquarters of the Yankton and Santee bands of Sioux* Late 

i n  June or ea r ly  i n  July, 1846, Agent Moore met a large number of Tetona 

a t  Fort Pierre.  Members from the Brule Band were recognized a s  among them. 

Around July 19, 1846, Moore received notice f r m  the P l a t t e  area tha t  a l l  

the  chiefs and braves of the  Oglalas were on a war party against  the Crows 

and would not be present i f  he decided t o  v i s i t  them, On August 23, 1846, 

400 lodges of Yanktons were a t  Fort Lookout t o  receive t h e i r  goods. This 

accounted f o r  most of the  Yanktons. 

23. Report of Agent Fi tzpat r ick ,  18474848, In  1847 Thomas "Broken 

Hand" Fitzpatr ick was appointed agent for the Upper P l a t t e  Agency. In  a 

l e t t e r  t o  Fort Leavenworth dated January 1 7 ,  1847, P i tzpat r ick  reported 

tha t  the Siowc were fast leaving the Missouri and moving back towards the 

P l a t t e  and Arkansas Rivera, where game was more abundant, and tha t  the 

Sioux would i n  a few years abandon the Missouri River al together.  A pear 

later, i n  February of 1848,he found Sioux along the  South Fork of the  

P l a t t e  f o r  80 miles and f o r  20 miles down Lodgepole Creek, a t r ibu ta ry  of 

the South Fork. 

Fi tzpat r ick  d id  not ind ica te  which Sioux bands were locsted i n  the 

area,  nor did he hint  t h a t  these Sioux were bands normally found along 

the  Missouri. Whichever bands were i n  t h i s  area, they were outside of 

t h e  Sioux-Fort Larsmie lands. 
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24. Sightings of Father Ravoux, 1847. Father Augustin Ravoux journeyed 

across  t h e  p r a i r i e s  adjacent t o  the  Missouri River and the  Vermillion River 

and reached Fort  P i e r r e  i n  l a t e  Ju ly  of 1847. There he found l a rge  numbers 

of Hunkpapas, Brules,  and Blackfeet Sioux encamped i n  t h e  surrounding 

v i c i n i t y .  This s igh t ing  placed these  designated groups within the Sioux-Fort 

Laramie lands. 

25. Yankton Attack Upon the  Steamboat "Marthat', 1848. In a r epor t  

of June 16, 1848, Agent G. C. Matlock wrote t o  Superintendent Thomas Harvey 

of t h e  a t t a c k  by Yanktona upon t h e  steamboat "Marthat'. The a t t a c k  occurred 

on June 13, 1848, s h o r t l y  a f t e r  theMartha landed at the  Yankton 

t rad ing  post  j u s t  nor th  of Crow Creek.. This inc ident  occurred e a s t  of 

t h e  Sioux-Fort Laramie lands although i n  the  v i c i n i t y  of Fort Lookout, 

The Yanktons had collected at the  post  t o  receive t r e a t y  goods from the  

Government. The record does not ind ica t e  where these  Yanktons came from, 

or how long they remained i n  the  For t  Lookout area.  

26. 6. Father Pierre-Jean 

DeSmet t rave led  throughout much of t h e  Upper Missouri region during the 

d d  19th  century. In 1846,  Father DeSmet passed the  mouth of t h e  Niobrara 

River, which he reported rose  a t  t he  foot of the  Black Hills. A t  t h a t  

time, it was t h e  common be l i e f  that this was indeed t h e  loca t ion  of t h e  

headwaters of t h e  Niobrara River. 'Itro years l a t e r ,  i n  discussing t h e  Bad 

Lands, DeSmet s t a t e d  that t h i s  area gave rise t o  the  Bad River, t h e  mite 

River, and t h e  Niobrara River. 

In a December 1848 l e t t e r  t o  Superintendent Harvey, DeSmet d isc losed  

t h a t  he  had received r e p r t s  from Indians, whites,  and half-breeds t e l l i n g  

of t h e  haetening disappearance from t h e  region of the  buffa lo ,  moose, and 
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elk. According t o  DeSmet, the Yanktons and Santees, who had sold and left 

the  Des Moines and Sioux Rivers area,  were t respassing on t h e  hunttag 

ground of the Brules, f o r  he had encountered them i n  October 1848 at the  

headwaters of the Niobrara River and the  White River. This was inside 
4/  - 

the  Sioux-Fort Laramie lands. 

27. Observations of Cross and Gibbs, 1849. Osborne Cross and George 

Gibbs were p a r t  of the  first United S t a t e s  Mi l i t a ry  Expedition t o  travel 

t he  f u l l  length of t h e  Oregon T r a i l  from Fort Leavenworth t o  For t  Vancouver 

between May and October 1849. They reported, on June 11, 1849,  meeting 

a party of Brules headed by Bull-Tail near the South Fork of the  Platte. 

Gibbs estimated that this group contained 150 lodges. T h i s  was a war par ty  

which was returning from i ts  encounters. This war party's a c t i v i t i e s  were 

outs ide  of the Sioux-Fort Laramie lands. 

28. Report by Agent Hatton, 1849. I n  his October 1849 r epor t ,  eub- 

agent W i l l i a m  Hatton noted t h a t  i n  June 1849 he went up-river t o  d e l i v e r  

the Yankton and Santee annui t ies .  H e  stopped f i r s t  at  For t  Vennillion 

(east of the Sioux-Fort Laramie lands) but ,  f inding only 20 lodges there, 

d id  not d i s t r i b u t e  the annui t ies .  When Hatton arr ived a t  Fort Lookout, 

which he described as situated at  the Yankton v i l l age ,  he deposited h i s  

goods, not being able t o  c f a t r i b u t e  them since the Yanktone were on t h e i r  

hunting grounds.  att ton's repor t  did not indicate where the  Yankton 

hunting grounds were. 

4 /  DrSmet placed these Indians i n  t h e  hunt ing  grounds of the  Brules. Other - 
t r a v e l e r s  and government agents made s imi l a r  d i s t i n c t i o n s  between where t h e  
Indians l ived  ;c?d where they hunted. 
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29. Observations of David DeWolf, 1849. David DeWolf t rave led  through 

the  P l a t t e  River area and while camped on the  south bank of t he  North Fork 

of the  P l a t t e  River on June 24, 1849, h i s  group was v i s i t e d  by approximately 

60 S i ~ u x  Indians. Two days l a t e r  they met another group of Sioux approximated 

a t  40 i n  number. 

The l oca t ion  of DeWolf's camp was j u s t  outs ide  the  Sioux-Fort Laramie 

lands. DeWolf d id  not  i d e n t i f y  which band of Sioux he saw. 

30. Diary of James Pr i tchard ,  1849. James Pr i tchard ,  who t rave led  

through the  P l a t t e  River a rea ,  maintained a d i a r y  of h i s  a c t i v i t i e s .  On 

June 26, 1849, h i s  d i a r y  d isc losed  t h a t  he was on the  South Fork of the  

P l a t t e  River near where a v i l l a g e  of 2,000 t o  3,000 Sioux Indians were 

located. This was outs ide  of t h e  Sioux-Fort Laramie lands. 

P r i t cha rd ' s  d i a r y  did not spec i fy  which band of Sioux he saw. 

31. Sight ings by Howard Stansbury, 1849. On July 5, 1849, i n  the 

v i c i n i t y  of t h e  North Fork of the  P l a t t e  River, Howard Stansbury of t h e  

Corps of Topographical Engineers encountered 10  lodges of Sioux t h a t  were 

driven by cholera from the  South Fork of the  P l a t t e  River t o  the  emigrant 

road on the  North Fork i n  t h e  hope of obtaining medical a i d  from non-Indians. 

The following day, Stansbury paid a v i s i t  t o  another cholera-str icken 

v i l l a g e  of 250 Indians t h a t  was camped fu r the r  upstream along the  North 

Fork of the  P l a t t e  River. On September 27, 1849, while re turn ing  from 

h i s  surveying assignment, Stansbury encountered on the  Laramie River (out- 

side of the  Sioux-Fort Laramie lands)  several hundred Oglalas l e d  by Chief 

Buffalo Dung. H i s  v i l l a g e  consis ted of near ly  100 lodges. Traveling the  

following day i n  a southeas ter ly  d i r e c t i o n  from the  Oglala v i l l a g e ,  

Stansbury and h i s  pa r ty  observed SO Indians involved i n  a buffa lo  hpnt. 

Stansbury d i d  not i den t i fy  these Indians. 
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Stansbury's s igh t ings  placed some of the Oglalas clearly ou t s ide  of 

the Sioux-Port Laramie lands, although they were not far removed from fts 

borders.  Other s igh t ings  placed Indians on t h e  North Fork of t he  Pla t te  

without d i s t i ngu i sh ing  whether i t  was on the  nor th  o r  south bank. These 

s ightings could have placed t h e  Indians  e i t h e r  i n  o r  out  of the  Sioux-Fort 

Laramie lands,  but c l e a r l y  placed them along its periphery. 

32. Report by Governor Ramsey, 1849. Alexander Ramsey, T e r r i t o r i a l  

Governor for the  Minnesota T e r r i t o r y ,  included i n  his October 1849 r e p o r t  a 

desc r ip t i on  of t h e  var ious  habitats of the S i o w  Nation. As t o  t h e  Tetons, 

he reported they l i ved  e n t i r e l y  beyond t h e  Miss i ss ipp i  (actually meaning the 

Missouri) River, along i t  and t h e  Bad River. Theft t e r r i t o r y ,  according to  

Ramsey, extended above t he  Cannonball River and south t o  t h e  Niobrara River. 

As t o  the Yanktons, Ramsey placed them "next beyond t h a t  of the  

S isse tons  - commencing on t h e  western s i d e  of Lake Traverse and extending 

w e s t  of t he  James River t o  t h e  Missouri ,  above old Fort  Lookout and t o  

the l ands  of t h e i r  s c ions ,  t he  [ ~ a n k t o n a i s )  ." Yankton Sioux Exhibi t  49-7. 

Ramgey located t h e  Tetons almost e n t i r e l y  within t h e  Sioux-Fort 

Laramie lands.  The Yankton territory he described was near ly  all ou t s ide  

of the Sioux-Fort Laramie lands.  

Yankton and Teton Locations: 1850-1854 

33. Journal  of Thaddeus Culbertson, 1850. Thaddeus Culberteon v i s i t e d  

the Upper Missouri region i n  1850 and kept  a n  account of h i s  t r a v e l s ,  l a t e r  

published as a fourzal. Iii his journal, Culbertson noted, on A p r i l  12,  

1850, about 25 Yasiton iodgzs at the Vermillion post (east of the 

Sioux-Port Lara=;lr i ~ d s ) .  .bone of t h e  Indians .Jere presently t h e r e  but 

rather were out chasing b t f f z l o .  In early May, Cu>ber~son arrived at the 
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Yankton Trading House which was located nor th  of Crow Creek, east of t h e  

Sioux-Port Laramie lands. Culbertson encountered Indians, presumably 

Yanktons, upon h i s  a r r i v a l  a t  t h e  t rad ing  establishment.  

Culbertson'e journa l  a l s o  contained a cha r t  depict ing a t abu la r  view 

of t h e  Sioux Nation of t h e  Upper Missouri as of 1850. This cha r t  placed 

the Yanktons i n  t h e  bas in  of the  James River. It placed a l l  the Tetons 

except f o r  t h e  Oglalas wi th in  t h e  Sioux-Fort Laramie lands. The Oglalas 

were s a i d  t o  be a t  the  North and South Forks of the P l a t t e  River and west 

of t h e  Black Hills. 

The cha r t  a l s o  described the  various sub-tr ibes '  and bands' "country", 

not necessar i ly  inc luding  where they hunted. Nonetheless, according t o  

the  cha r t ,  a l l  t h e  Yanktons were outs ide  the Sioux-Fort Laramie lands 

while  a l l  the Tetons, save t h e  Oglalas,  were in s ide  of the  area. 

34 ,  Sightings by Bennett and Lampton, 1850. James Bennett, whose 

par ty  l e f t  New Harmony i n  1850 and crossed the p la ins ,  maintained a journal  

comprised of h i s  da i ly  activities and observations. On Apr i l  18,  1850, he  

spot ted  a group of Sioux Indians, approximately 20 i n  number, on the  South 

Fork of the P l a t t e  River, 

W i l l i a m    amp ton's d i a ry  of h i s  t r a v e l s  during h i s  overland journey 

revealed a s igh t ing  of about 125 Sioux warr iors  i n  t h e  vicinity of Ash 

Hollow Creek. This s i g h t i n g  occurred on June 6 ,  1850. 

Both Bennett 's  account and Lampton's account placed these  Sioux 

Indians in areas outs ide  of the Sioux-Fort Laramie lands. s amp ton's 

s igh t ing  a t  Ash b l l o w  Creek was adjacent t o  the  North Fork of t h e  P l a t t e  

River, j u s t  barely of the Sioux-Fort Laramie a rea ,  Neither observer 

i d e n t i f i e d  t h e  sub-triba o r  band of t h e  Indians they encountered. 



40 Ind. C1. Comm. 454 

35. The For t  Laramie Treaty Council, 1851. The Fort  Laramie Treaty 

Council took p lace  i n  September of 1851. The Republican, a S t .  b u i s  news- 

paper, dispatched its e d i t o r  t o  Fort  Laramie t o  cover events  surrounding 

the t r e a t y .  Various Indians from seve ra l  of t he  gathered t r i b e s  spoke 

expressing t h e i r  f e e l i n g s  about the t r e a t y ' s  e f f e c t .  One Oglala Indian 

objected t o  t h e  North Fork of the P l a t t e  being designated t h e  boundary 

between the  Sioux and the  Cheyennes and Arapahoes. The Indian a s se r t ed  

t h a t  h i s  band hunted from t h e  P l a t t e  t o  t h e  Arkansas River and from t h e r e  

t o  Red Butte and the  Sweetwater. This a r e a  w a s  ou ts ide  of the Sioux-Fort 

Laramie lands.  

36. Reports of Governor Ramsey, 1852. On October 26, 1852, T e r r i t o r i a l  

Governor Alexander Ramsey ind ica ted  i n  h i s  repor t  t he  t r i b e s  of Indians 

known during the  year  t o  i n h a b i t  l ands  i n  t he  Te r r i t o ry  of Minnesota, which 

extended from t h e  Missouri River eastward, Ramesy included Teton, Yankton, 

and Yanktonai Sioux as some of t h e  t r i b e s  found there .  However, Ramsey 

d i d  no t  d i s c l o s e  which bands of the t r i b e s  were found t h e r e  nor  t h e  t i m e s  

of t h e  year  when they were known t o  i nhab i t  t h e  t e r r i t o r y ,  

3 7 .  Report of Agent Norwood, 1852. In his r epo r t  of Septe-'3er 16, I 
**#-  

1852, James N O I X O O ~ ,  the agent f o r  the Upper Missouri Agency, noted h i s  

awareness of t he  d i so rde r ly  conduct of a band of about 60 Santees,  with 

some Yanktons i n  amongst them, who inhabi ted the  waters of t he  Big and 

L i t t l e  Sioux Rivers. This area was e a s t  of t h e  Sioux-Fort Laramie lands.  

38. Table of D. D. Mitchell ,  1852. In 1852, Superintendent D o  D. 

Mi tche l l  composed a t a b l e  of t h e  Upper Missouri t r i b e s  f o r  t h a t  year .  He 

placed the  Yanktons near the Vermillion River. The lower band of Tetons, 
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predadnantly B r W ,  was placed south of the Misscuri, as was the OglaU 

band. The "~iounm" were plsced on the meyeme Btvar and the Pla t te  Biver. 

Mtchel l ' s  tab& placed the Yanktom completely outride of the S i o e  

Port Laramie la&, while the  Tetonr were phced  mainly within the area. 

39, Letter of Lieutenant Garnett, 1853, In a l e t t e r ,  dated June 38, 

1853, from U.S. Army hadquar ters  a t  Port Lards, Lirutemnt R. B. Garnett 

reported to hi6 ruperlora an encounter involving hi6 froopr and a band of 

HnneccmJoru who, according t o  the off icer ,  had been rambling about the Platte 

country for  the p u t  two years. The encounter occurred on June 15, 1853. 

The Minneconjou vi l lage conrirted of approximstely 80 t o  100 lodgm. The 

Platta country included a r a u  both in r ide  md outride of the  SiowPort  

Laramie landr. 

40. Report of Agent Vaughan. 1853. In hia September 20, 1853, report 

t o  Supatinteadent Alfred C u m i n g ,  Agent Alfred Vaugh.n of the Upper M11our1 

Agency indicated the vsrioua Indians wtthin h i r  agency and where they lived. 

He placed tha Indiaaa a t  the  fo l l odng  locationr: 

Iha Bruler were aaid t o  occupy the country from the mouth of the  South 

Fork of tha White River, south down t o  the Niobrara River at  approximately 

100 miles from i t e  mouth, from there t o  i t r  headwater6 taking a l l  the 

country lying between the White River and the Niobrara River. 

The Yanktons were found from the  mouth of the White River up t o  Fort 

Pierre,  both eart and west of the Missouri, some 125 milma i n  leagth, and 

aq far eart as the Jamea River, 

The Two Kettle8 were a a i d  t o  be on the Bad Rlver, from i tr w u t h  tp 

itr rourca, and north as far M the Chayairne River. 
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The Hunkpapas and BlackEeet Sioux were found from the mouth of the  

Moreau River as high up the  Missouri as the  Cannonball River and southwest 

fo r  150 t o  200 miles.  

F ina l ly ,  the  Sans Arcs add the Minneconjous were i n  lands ly ing  nor th  

of the  Cheyenne River as f a r  as t he  Moreau River, then southwest, south of 

the Black H i l l s  and a s  f a r  as the mouth of Beaver Creek (South Dakota Black 

H i l l s )  . 
Vaughan a l s o  noted t h a t  the extreme severity of the  weather during 

t h e  winter of 1852-53 prevented theme Indians from leaving t h e i r  homes i n  

quest of buffalo, t h e i r  range being a long d is tance  o f f .  

Vaughan d id  not dnclude the  Oglalas i n  h i s  repor t  because they were 

assigned t o  the  Upper P l a t t e  Agency. The Teton bands which Vaughan reported 

on were found predominantly within the  Sioux-Fort Laramie lands. 

41. Observations of Lieutenant Saxton, 1853. Lieutenant R. Saxton 

led  an  expedition i n t o  t h e  area i n  1853. I n  h i s  repor t ,  Saxton noted t h a t  

on October 18, 1853, the  Yanktons, 2,500 of them, had l e f t  Fort  P i e r r e  f o r  

buffa lo  country. He mentioned that the  Indians had come t o  For t  P i e r r e  

i n  order  t o  receive t h e f r  eupplies  from the  Government. Saxton f a i l e d  t o  

mention where t he  Yankton buffa lo  country was. 

42. Report of Agent Vaughan, 1854. In  a repor t  on March 6, 1854, 

Agent Vaughan s t a t e d  t h a t  a war par ty  of approximately 60 Hunkpapa8 and 

Blackfeet Sioux were i n  the v i c i n i t y  of Fort Union. This s igh t ing  placed 

these  warriors north of the  Sioux-Fort Laramie lands. However, Vaughan'e 

repor t  did not indica te  where t h e  old men, women and chi ldren  were located 

during t h e  war par ty ,  nor d i d  it ind ica t e  the  length of time spent by these 

Indians i n  t he  Fort Union area.  
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43, Grat tan 's  Massacre, 1854. I n  August 1854, t he re  occurred the  

inc ident  comnonly known as "Crattan's massacre." It began with t h e  k i l l i n g  

by a Teton Sioux of an emigrant's cow which had f a l l e n  behind the  rest of 

t h e  group. The emigrant t r a i n  was t r ave l ing  along t h e  south bank of the  

North Fork of t h e  P l a t t e  River when the  inc ident  occurred. The k i l l i n g  

of t h e  cow was reported t o  the  army and a group of s o l d i e r s  under the  

coxnand of Lieutenant John L. Grat tan was sent  t o  the Indian v i l l a g e  t o  

apprehend the  wrongdoer. The k i l l e r  of t he  cow was of t h e  Minneconjou 

band, although the  v i l l a g e  w a s  comprised l a r g e l y  of Oglalas and Brules. 

When the  offender  refused t o  surrender himself, Lieutenant Grat tan ordered 

h i s  men t o  f i r e  upon the  Indians,  A t  f i r s t  t he  Indians d id  not  r e t u r n  

t h e  f i r e ,  but when Gra t tan ' s  men f i r e d  t h e i r  cannon a t  them, the  Indians 

rushed the  s o l d i e r s  and quickly k i l l e d  every s o l d i e r  i n  Lieutenant Gra t tan ' s  

command. 

44. Mi l i t a ry  Ac t iv i ty  i n  Response t o  Grat tan 's  Massacre, The Reports 

of General Winship and Colonel Hoffman, 1854. After  Grat tan 's  Massacre 

there  was an increase  i n  the  presence of t h e  m i l i t a r y  i n  the  For t  Laramie 

area.  The Army was sent  i n t o  the  area t o  ga in  information on t h e  var ious  

bands of Sioux i n  order  t o  conduct operat ions aga ins t  those Indians believed 

t o  be responsible  f o r  the  death of Lieutenant Grat tan and h i s  men. 

I n  a repor t  compiled on September 27, 1854, General 0 .  F. Winship 

discussed the  various bands of Sioux who hab i tua l ly  resided south of t h e  

Missouri, I n  the  re?or:, the Oglalas were sa id  t o  occupy t h e  North Fork 

of the P l a t t e  aiver. The Bruies inhabited t h e  country bordering t h e  

White River, whih rha Xinmonjous were said t o  be found on t h e  two fo rks  

22 the Cheyenr'e. The 3 h c k f e e t  Sioux were loca ted  on the  Missouri a t  t h e  
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mouth of the Noreau River,  not far above Fort Pierre. The Hunkpapas were 

placed i n  areas s imi l a r  t o  the Blackfeet Sioux, while t he  Sans Arc8 were 

placed on the headwaters of the Moreau River. The Yanktons were not 

mentioned. The bulk of the Teton loca t ions  was within t h e  Sioux-Fort 

Lasamie lands. 

Colonel William Hoffman, pursuant to i n s t r u c t i o n s ,  reported on 

November 27, 1854, on t he  var ious  bands of Sioux and t h e i r  r e l a t i o n  t o  

the country occupied by them. According t o  Hoffman, t he  Oglalas occupied 

the  country from t h e  headwaters of t h e  Powder River, south t o  the South 

Fork of the Platte River,  and between the two forks of the Platte River. 

They genera l ly  wintered an the  Powder River o r  between i t  and the  Platte 

River. 

The ~ r u l e s '  country was reported t o  extend from the sources  of the 

White River south across t h e  Niobrara River t o  the Platte River,  and as 

f a r  east  as the  forks  of the  P l a t t e  River. 

The Minneconjous, Hunkpapas, Blackfeet Sioux, and the Sans Arcs 

were sa id  t o  occupy the country from the Missouri west to the sources of 

t h e  two fo rks  of the Cheyenne i n  the Black H i l l s  (South Dakota), and 

from the  Moreau River south t o  t h e  m i t e  River. No mention was made of 

t he  Yankton Sioux, 

According t o  Colonel Hoffman ' s repor t ,  the Minneconjoue , Hunkpapas, 

Blackfeet Sioux, and the Sans A r c s  were occupying areas completely within 

t he  Sioux-Fort Laramie lands. The Brules' country was predominately within 

t he  area, with a portfon be;:,g outside of the Sioux-Fort Laramie lands. 

A s  to the Oglalas, the predo:.lnate por t ion  of t h e i r  country was ou t s ide  of 

the Sioux-Fort Laramie l a n ~ s  with a small portion still with in  the area. 
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Yankton and Teton Locations: 1855-1858 

45. Report of Colonel Hoffman and Lieutenant Heth, 1855. On January 

1, 1855, Colonel William Hoffman reported t h a t  Red Plume and h i s  Oglala 

v i l l a g e  of 35 lodges were camped 15 miles up the  Laramie River from Fort 

Laramie. The main v i l l a g e  of Oglalas was still nor th  of the North Fork 

of the P l a t t e  River ( ins ide  Sioux-Fort Laramie lands). The 35 lodges were 

l a t e r  reported by Colonel Hoffman t o  have moved t o  the  headwaters of 

Horse Creek (outside Sioux-Fort Laramie lands) .  Hoffman noted, however, 

t ha t  t he  r epor t  came from an Indian and may have been untrue. 

An order  ex ia ted  a t  the  t i m e  forbidding the Indians access t o  lands 

south of the  North Fork of t h e  P l a t t e  River. According t o  Hoffman, on 

January 2 ,  t h r e e  Oglala c h i e f s  requested permiasion t o  hunt south of the 

P l a t t e  River. Four days l a t e r  on January 6, 1855, th ree  o ther  Oglala 

c h i e f t a i n s ,  des i r ing  t o  venture south f o r  buffalo, complained t h a t  t h e i r  

f a t h e r s  hunted there and t h a t  their h e a r t s  n a t u r a l l y  turned there.  

In  a r epor t  t o  General 0. F. Winship of January 24, 1855, Lieutenant 

Henry Heth c i t e d  a recent  i n c i d e r t  between some whites and some Oglalas 

near Fort  Kearny t o  t h e  southeast  of the area.  Lieutenant Heth a l s o  

mentioned t h a t  back i n  September of 1854 a group of Yanktons s t o l e  some 

horses from the same post.  Addit ional ly,  Heth remarked t h a t  members from 

Brule and Minneconjou bands were known t o  have par t i c ipa ted  i n  the  massacre 

of Lieutenant Grat tan and h i s  men. 

46. Trading Report of Charles Galpin, 1855. In  a February 17, 1855, 

dispa tch  t o  P i e r r e  Chouteau, Jr., t r ade r  Charkh Galpin discussed the 

coming t rad ing  season. He reported t h a t  Teton groups represent ing  a l l  

tiands except the Brules were on the  L i t t l e  Missouri River. The L i t t l e  
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Missouri River travels through a r e a s  both inside and ou t s ide  of t h e  area. 

Calpin d i d  not  spec i fy  where on the  Little Nissouri  these Indians were, 

nor d i d  he indicate the numbers of each band t h a t  were present .  

4 7 .  Report of Agent Vaughan, 1855. I n  a February 17,  1855, letter 

t o  Superintendent Cumming, Agent A l f r e d  Vaughan r e p o r t e d  t h a t  he had 

learned of a war pa r ty  of 300 Blackfeet and Hunkpapa Sioux a t t ack ing  t h e  

Assiniboines i n  t he  v i c i n i t y  of Fort Union. T h i s  war pa r ty  was opera t ing  

t o  t he  north of t he  Sioux-Fort Laramie area. 

48. Report of  Colonel Hoffman, 1855. In a February 21,  1855, r e p o r t  

from Colonel William Hoffman t o  General 0. F. Winship, the colonel d i s c l o s e d  

t h a t  a group of Brules was present ly  on the  White River having recently 

re turned  from Fort  Laramie where they had returned horses  s t o l e n  by some 

members of t h e i r  band. 

49. Reports of Superintendent Cumming and Agent Vaughan, 1855. I n  

a r epo r t  t o  Commissioner of Indian Affa i r s  George Manypenny, Superintendent 

Alfred Cumming disclosed t h a t ,  i n  A p r i l  1855, he had received a report from 

t r a d e r s  regarding their being attacked i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  of t h e  Yellowstone 

R i v e r  (northwest of t he  Sioux-Fort Laramie lands) by a Hunkpapa war par ty .  

The number of Hunkpapas i n  t h i s  war p a r t y  was not disclosed.  

I n  h i s  r e p o r t  dated June 2 7 ,  1855, Superintendent Cumming repor ted  

tha t  Agent Vaughan had d i s t r i b u t e d  annu i t i e s  t o  the Yanktons a t  t h e i r  

village on t he  e a s t  bank of the  Missouri ,  55 miles above the mouth of t h e  

Niobrara River (this village was t o  t h e  e a s t  of the Sioux-Fort Laramie 

lands.) The Yan~tons  were s a i d  t o  be c u l t i v a t i n g  corn, but Agent Vaughan 

noted t h a t  more rhan h a l f  of the ir  number was on the  Niobrara River 

smoking and dryizg me*: a;-.< would r e t u r n  t o  the v i l l a g e  as soon as they 
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had enough t o  s u s t a i n  them f o r  t h e  susmner. The r epor t  d id  not i nd ica t e  

the  place an the  Niobrara River where these  Indians were located. 

I n  Agent Vaughan'a September 12, 1855, r epor t  he indicated what had 

been occurr ing f n  May and the  summer of t h a t  year. I n  early May, t h e  

Hunkpapas and Blackfeet Sioux had attacked a group of t r a d e r s  between Fort 

Union and the  Crow country, nor th  of t h e  subjec t  area. H e  noted t h a t  on 

June 22 he a r r ived  a t  the  p r i n c i p a l  v i l l a g e  of t h e  Yanktons, 35 miles  above 

the  Niobrara River on the nor theas t  s i d e  of the  Missouri River (east of t h e  

Sioux-Fort ~aramielands) ' .  According t o  Vaughan, t h i s  was t h e i r  permanent 

summer residence and the  Indians t h e r e  were r a i s i n g  corn,  beans, pumpkins, 

and o t h e r  crops a t  t he  time. H e  a l s o  reported t h a t  on August 23  a group 

of hunters  wes at tacked on t h e  Yellowstone River, northwest of the a rea ,  

by Sioux Indians, believed t o  be Sans Arcs and Minneconjous. F ina l ly ,  

he mentioned t h a t  a t  the  time of h i s  repor t  t h e  Missouri Brules were 

believed t o  be somewhere i n  the v i c i n i t y  of t h e  P l a t t e .  

According t o  Vaughan's report, and Cwming's r epor t ,  t he  Yanktons 

were outs ide  of t he  Sioux-Fort Laramie area .  The var ious  bands of Tetons 

on war parties were a l s o  outs ide  of the  area. 

50. Communication from General Scot t  t o  General Harney, 1855. I n  an 

August 17, 1855, repor t  t o  General Thomas S. Harney, who was sen t  t o  punish 

the  Sioux f o r  t he  Grat tan massacre and f o r  o ther  depredations along t h e  

Oregon Trail i n  Nebraska and Wyoming, General Winfield Scot t  neted t h a t  

the  Oglala band of Sioux occupied the  country t o  t h e  west and southwest of 

Fort Laramie. This placed the  Oglalas i n  a reas  outs ide  of the  Sioux-Fort 

Laramie lands. 
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51. Actions by Agent Twiss i n  Response to t h e  Presence of General 

k r n e y .  Agent Thomas Twiss of t he  Upper Plat te  Agency was aware of 

General Harney's task and attempted t o  segregate the innocent bands of 

Sioux from those having had a hand i n  either Grattan's massacre o r  other 

depredat ions.  In August of 1855, Twiss m e t  wi th  those bands of Brules 

and Oglalas whom he learned from whites, Indians, traders, and others 

had nothing to do w i t h  the recent  hostilities. H e  informed these  bands 

t h a t  the North Fork of the  P l a t t e  River was t o  be t h e  boundary between 

the f r i e n d l y  and h o s t i l e  Sioux. The hostile Indians were forbidden t o  

c ros s  t o  t he  south side of t h e  North Fork. T w i s s  made i t  c l e a r  t h a t  i t  

was up to these Indians to keep the hostile ones away. Twiss placed one 

group of Brudes on Cherry Creek and another group on the  Laramie River,  

some 35 miles above Fort  Laramie. A group of Oglalas t h a t  had come from 

the headwaters of the  Niobrara River (inside the Sioux-Fort Laramie lands)  

w a s  placed on the  Laramie River, some 25 miles above Fort  Laramie. All 

were now outs ide  of t he  Sioux-Fort Laramie lands. 

52, Journal  of Lieutenant Warren, 1855. Lieutenant G. K. Warren, 

a topographical engineer ,  accompanied General Harney on his expedition of 

1855-56. Part of Warren's tasks included maintaining a journa l  of the 

rou t e s  passed and observat ions encountered. 

On August 7 ,  1855, Lieutenant Warren recorded his encounter wi th  a 

band of Yanktons on the east bank of the  Missouri, 40 to 50 miles above 

the Niobrara R.fter. According t o  Warren, the Hunkpapas, Minnecon-J ous , 

Sans Arcs, and Blackfeet Sioux were dispersed along the North Fork of the 

Cheyenne River and Powder River and on the headwaters of t h e  L i t t l e  

Missouri River. (Tkese Indians were not a pa r t  of the  Upper Platte Agency 
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and were not included i n  Agent Twlss' r e s t r i c t i o n  regardfng the  North Fork 

of t he  P l a t t e  River.) The Yanktons s ighted  by Lieutenant Warren were out- 

a ide  of t h e  area, whereas the  Teton bands mentioned were within t h e  area.  

Also, i n  the  r epor t ,  Lieutenant Warren s t a t e d  t h a t  i n  the  summer 

"the Sioux general ly followed the  6uffa loes  i n  t h e i r  ranges over t h e  

p r a i r i e ,  and i n  the winter f ixed  their lodges i n  the c l u s t e r  o r  f r inges  

of woods along the  banka of lakes and streams." Yankton Sioux Exhibit  No. 

56-4. 

53. Report df F. V. Hayden, 1855. F. V. Bayden, accompanying 

Lieutenant Warren during the  expedit ion of 1855, waa assigned hhe t a sk  

of taking notes  on the  geological  and physical  f e a t u r e s  of the  region of 

t h e  upper Missouri River. Reporting on the  White River v a l l e y  ( ins ide  

t h e  Sioux-Fort Laramie lands) Hayden disclosed t h a t  this a rea  was 

considered by the Indians one of their choice spots .  According t o  Hayden, 

when t h e  Indians were supplied w i t h  an abundance of meat, they would 

resort there  and spend much of their time c u l t i v a t i n g  the  area. He a l s o  

remarked t h a t  t h e  Brules and Yanktons were sa id  t o  do q u i t e  we l l  there .  

54. Mi l i ta ry  A c t i v i t i e s  of General Harney, 1855. On September 2 ,  

1855, General Thomas Harney found a large encampment of Brules on Blue 

Water Creek, a stream flowing i n t o  the North Fork of the P l a t t e  River 

from areas  within the  Sioux-Fort Laramie lands. The.se Brules were led  by 

L i t t l e  Thunder. On the  following morning, i n  the v a l l e y  of Blue Water 

Creek, Harney's command attacked t he  Brule encampment i n f l i c t i n g  heavy 

l o s s e s  upon the Indians. This battle was known as the  Ba t t l e  of Blue 

Water Creek or the  Ash Hollow Massacre. It took place  e n t i r e l y  wi th in  

the Sioux-Fort Laramie lands. 
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A few days later, General Harney and h i s  men were camped along t h e  

P l a t t e  River when they learned t h a t  t he re  were 300 lodges of Oglalas  and 

Btules  on the  Laramie RQver (outs ide t he  Sioux-Fort Laramie lands) .  These 

Indians were the bands assembled the re  by Agent 'hiss. These Indiana 

assured General Hamey that they were not involved i n  t h e  Grat tan massacre. 

The head c h i e f s  of the Oglalas and Brules m e t  with General Harney who 

ordered them t o  remain south of t he  North Fork of the P l a t t e .  

55. Report of General Harney, 1855. I n  a November 10,  1855, let ter  

w r i t t e n  from For t  P i e r r e ,  General Thomas S. Harney i d e n t i f i e d  the  Sioux 

bands and t h e i r  country,  Harney reported the  Yankton country t o  be on 

the  e a s t  bank of t h e  Missouri River, between Fort  P i e r r e  and the  Big Sioux 

River. The country of the lower band of Brules' was s a i d  t o  be i n  t h e  

v i c i n i t y  of t h e  White River and the  Niobrara River,  beyond the  Black Hills, 

and j u s t  below the  fo rks  of the  L i t t l e  Missouri River, approximately 300 

m i l e s  above For t  P i e r r e ,  The Brules of t he  P l a t t e  were sa id  t o  have t h e i r  

country on the  P l a t t e  River,  near Fort  Laramie but were then on t h e  L i t t l e  

Missouri  River. The M i ~ e c o n j o u s '  country was reported t o  be around t h e  

White River,  t he  Cheyenne River, t he  Black H i l l e ,  and the  L i t t l e  Missouri  

River,  while  the Sans Arcs were eaid t ~ f - ~ b e  along the Cheyenne, the Moreau, 

and the  Cannonball Rivers. The Hunkpapas and t he  Blackfeet Sioux were 

placed along the Grand, t he  Moreau, and the  Cannonball Rivers ,  and the 

Two Kettle Band was s a id  t o  spend much of its t i m e  around For t  Pierre but  

a t  o the r  times would be along the L i t t l e  Missouri River. F ina l ly ,  t he  

Oglala country w a s  reported t o  be around Laramie and Horse Creek and ou t  

t o  t h e  Rocky Mountains, bu t  the  Oglalas a t  the t i m e  of t he  report were a t  

t he  headwaters of the Laramie River and Medicine Bow River. 
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Haraeyts r epor t  placed almost a l l  of the t e r r i t o r y  of the vafious 

bands, save the  Oglalas, within t h e  Sioux-Fort Laramie area. Most of the 

designat ions of t he  L i t t l e  Missouri River were t o  areas within the  Sioux- 

For t  Laraxnie lands. The Oglalas, hasever, were placed completely ou t s ide  

of the  area.  The Yanktons were a l s o  t o t a l l y  excluded from t h e  a rea*  

56. Report of Lieutenant Warren, 1856. In Lieutenant G.  K. Warren's 

o f f i c i a l  repor t  of h i s  1855 journey, compiled i n  March 1856, he a l s o  

described the  various loca t ions  of the  Missouri Sioux. The Yonktons were 

sa id  t o  be found a t  t he  mouth of the Big Sioux River, between it and t he  

James River, and a l s o  on the  opposi te  bank of the Missouri River. This 

desc r ip t ion  placed the  Yanktons entirely outs ide  of the Sioux-Fort Laramie area. 

Warren a l s o  described the  country of the Tetons and the a reas  of the 

ind iv idual  bands. The Tetons were reported t o  l i v e  on t h e  west s i d e  of 

t h e  Missouri River,  ranging i n  an area encompassing t he  Black H i l l s  and 

lands between the forks of the Pla t t e  River and t h e  Yellowstone River. 

This desc r ip t ion  included some area  outs ide  of t he  Sioux-Fort Laramie area, 

However, t he  bulk of the  range of the Teton sub-tribe was wi th in  the area .  

A s  f o r  t he  indiv idual  bands, t h e i r  ranges were placed a t  t he  following 

loca t ions :  The Hunkpapas and the Blackfeet Sioux were found t o  l i v e  on t h e  

Missouri River near the mouth of the Moreau River and t o  roam from t h e  

Cheyenne River up t o  the Yellowatone River and west t o  the  Black H i l l s *  

The Minneconjous and Sans Arcs were reported by Warren t o  l i v e  on and 

between t he  fo rks  of t he  Cheyenne and i n  the  Black Hills. The Brules were 

said t o  claim the  country along t h e  White River and t h e  lands  contiguous 

t o  the  r i v e r .  Tho Oglala band was reported to live between the fo rks  of 

the  P l a t t e  River. Fina l ly ,  t h e  Two Kettle band was sa id  t o  be scattered 

among several of the other  bands. 
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Though warren's repor t  d i f f e red  from Harney's, both placed the va r ious  

Teton bands, except for .  the Oglalas,  throughout the Sioux-Fort Laramie area. 

Both r e p o r t s  placed Oglala country outside of the area, though still quite 

close t o  its boundaries. According t o  both, t he  Yanktons w e  also found 

t o  occupy lands  ou ts ide  of t h e  area. 

57. Communfcations by Agent Twiss, 1855. In a December 15, 1855, 

report t o  Superintendent Alfred Cumming, Agent Thomas Twiss of the Upper 

P l a t t e  Agency included some 650 lodges of Oglalaa and Brules  i n  h i e  census 

of t he  t r i b e s  making up h i s  agency. These bands of Sioux conduated much 

of t h e i r  act iv i ty  i n  the Platte country.  Ofte& their a c t i v i t i e s  would 

t ake  them ou t s ide  of t h e  Sioux-Fort Laramie area. -ever, they still 

managed t o  carry on a c t i v i t i e s  wi th in  the subjec t  a rea .  

I n  a December 25, 1855, le t ter ,  Agent 'hiss located some Oglalas a t  

Deer Creek (south of the  a rea)  but most of them were s a i d  to be on the 

headwaters of the South Fork of t he  Cheyenne River (within the area). 

Addit ional ly ,  Tviss  noted t h a t  lower down t he  Cheyenne River ,  and near 

the White River, there were three viltages of Brules,  one on the Niobrara 

and two on Rawhide Creek. All were with in  the Siowt-Fort Laramie area. 

58. Observations of General Harney, 1856. I n  a January 1856 letter 

from General Thomas S. ~arney's expedi t ion (see f ind ing  No. 51, supra) t o  

Colonel S. Cooper, Adjutant-General of t he  United S t a t e s  A m y ,  the 

corresponding o f f i c e r  reported General Karney' s observat ions on the  

country in t h e  v i c i n i t y  of t he  Niobrara River and Ponca Is land.  The 

o f f i c e r  wrote t h a t  the area around the Big Sioux River,  e a e t  of the Sioux- 

Fort Laramie area, was a f a v o r i t e  winter rendezvous of the Yanktons, Poncas, 

and the Santees. The o f f i c e r  also added t h a t  during the  winter  of 1855-56, 

he had sighted numrous lodges i n  this region. 
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This group mentioned by Harney i n  h i s  report  t o  Colonel Cooper was 

predominately t h a t  of the Yankton-Santee band known t o  be inhabit ing areas  

outside of the  Sioux-Fort Laramie area. 

59. Sightings by Colonel W i l l i a m  Hoffman, 1856. Colonel William 

Hoffman (see finding No. 45, supra) noted i n  a February 1856 repor t  t h a t  

Bad Wound and h ie  Oglala v i l l a g e  were camped at Deer Creek during the 

winter of 1855-56. This was south of the Sioux-Fort Laramie lands. 

60. Report of Agent Vaughan, 1856. Agent Alfred Vaughan, I n  h i s  

September 10, 1856, repor t ,  mentioned his meeting with the Yanktons j u s t  

below Fort Lookout. They had gathered there  an t i c ipa t ing  the a r r i v a l  of 

t h e i r  annuit ies .  TBey were i n  poor condition and Vaughan a t t r ibu ted  i t  

t o  the sca rc i ty  of game i n  t h e i r  country. For the  g rea te r  por t ion  of the 

year ,  according t o  Vaughan, they subsisted almost e n t i r e l y  upon various 

roots ,  corn, pumpkins, and beans. Vaughan fu r the r  added tha t  these Indians 

now saw the necessi ty of permanently locat ing  themselves and cu l t iva t ing  

the s o i l .  

61. Report of Agent Twiss, 1856. I n  Agent Thomas Twiss' September 

22, 1856, repor t ,  he presented a census of his agency. Both Oglalas and 

Brules were included. Mss also s t a t ed  tha t  due t o  General Harney's 

expedition, the Oglalas and Brules agreed t o  t h e i r  beginning a g r i c u l t u r a l  

pursui t s  a t  farms and t r ad ing  pos ts  established i n  t h e  area.  Twiss 

proposed the establishement of vaiious farms and trading pos ts  i n  areas 

both ins ide  and outside of the  Sioux-Port Laramie lands. Some of these  

posts and farms were already i n  existence. 
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62. Report of Superfntendent Cuxuinp;, 1856. superintendent Alfred 

C w i n g  noted i n  his September 25, 1856, repor t  t h a t  the country on the  

nor th  s ide  of the  Missouri River from the  region of the Gros Ventres t o  

the mouth of the Big Sioux River was claimed by the  Yanktonais and 

Yanktons. Additionally, he concluded t h a t  the  Yanktons realized the 

necess i ty  of r e ly ing  t o  a greater ex ten t  upon cu l t iva t ion ,  and t h a t  

ag r i cu l tu re ,  i n  a shor t  time, would be t h e i r  only source of food. As t o  

t he  Tetons, Superintendent Cumming eaid that the Hunkpapas, Sans Arcs, 

Two Ket t les ,  and Blackfeet Sioux resided on the  south s ide  of the Missouri 

River, The Brules, Minneconjoua, and Oglala bands were sa id  t o  occas ional ly  

penet ra te  t h a t  region from the  country adjacent t o  the P l a t t e  River. These 

conclusions were r e i t e r a t e d  by Cammissioner of Indian Affa i r s  George 

Manypenny i n  h i s  November 22,  1856, report. 

These r epor t s  placed the Yanktons outs ide  of the Sioux-Fort Laramie 

lands. The Sioux-Fort Laramie area was said to be occupied by Teton bands, 

even though some of them may have conducted some of t h e i r  a c t i v i t i e s  

outs ide  of the  area.  The Oglala band was still ranging i n t o  lands w e l l  

ou ts ide  of the area. Agent Twiss reported t h a t  the Pawnees had s t o l e n  

some horses from an Oglala band camped on the Republican Fork of the  

Kansas River. 

63. Observations of Samuel McElderry, 1857. Trader Samuel McElderry 

wrote from Fort Berthold t o  P ie r r e  Chouteau, Jr . , mentioning t h a t  he had 

not seen any Sioux during the winter of 1856 but had received a v i s i t  from 

some Hunkpapas and Blackfeet Sioux i n  the fall of 1856. Fort  Berthold 

was t o  the  north of the  area.  The report  failed t o  mention how long the 
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Indiana were t he re ,  how many t h e r e  were, where they came from, and where 

they went upon depar t ing  from t h e  v i c i n i t y  of t he  f o r t .  

64. Report of Agent Redfield, $857. A. H. Redfield, agent f o r  t h e  

Upper Missouri a t  For t  Union, reported t o  Superintendent Haverty (successor 

t o  Cummhg) on September 9, 1857, t h a t  on June 1 3  he reached the mouth of 

the  Big Sioux River and on June 14  found 100 lodges of Yanktons on t h e  

south bank of t h e  Missouri ( s t i l l  ou t s ide  the  area) .  They were engaged 

i n  c u l t i v a t i n g  corn. Their p r inc ipa l  v i l l a g e  headed by The Man Struck 

by the  Reee was reached the  next day. This,  too w a s  on the south bank of 

t he  Missourl River and ou t s ide  of the  area. On June 18, 1857, Redfield 

a r r ived  a t  For t  Randall (on t he  west bank of t h e  Missouri but  east of the  

area) and found another  20 lodges of Yanktons. On June 21, 1857, he 

a r r ived  near  For t  Lookout where another group of Yanktons of about 30 to 

40 lodges was camped on the west bank of t h e  Missouri. This group was 

wi th in  the  Sioux-Fort Laramie area. 

Redfield also remarked i n  h i s  repor t  t h a t  t h e  Sioux w e r e  st i l l  wandering 

t r i b e s  except,  perhaps, f o r  t h e  Yanktons whom he sa id  were p a r t i a l l y  so. 

Sometime p r i o r  t o  August 26, 1857, Redfield passed a w a r  pa r ty  of some 

25 Sans Arcs who had admitted taking some horses from For t  W i l l i a m ,  which 

w a s  nor th  of t he  area. 

65. Report of superintendent Cwrming, 1857. I n  a repor t  w r i t t e n  on 

August 20, 1857, p r i o r  t o  his being replaced by Superintendent John Haverty, 

Superintendent Alfred Cunning disclosed t h a t  t h e  Yanktons claimed a l l  t h e  

country ly ing  between t he  Big Sioux River and a po in t  upon t h e  Missouri 

River opposi te  t o  Fort P i e r r e  (east of t h e  area). Cwnning then suggested 

t h a t  a t r e a t y  be negotiated with t h e  Yanktons f o r  t he  purchase of t h f s  

t e r r i t o r y .  
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66. Report of Agent Redfield,  1852. In  Agent A. H. ~ e d f i e l d ' s  

November 9, 1857, r epo r t  t o  Superintendent John Haverty, he mentioned t h a t  

on September 19,  he  reached For t  Clark (north of t he  area) and was 

astonished t o  f i nd  600 lodges of Sioux comprised mostly of Blackfeet ,  

Hunkpapas, San Arcs, and Minneconjous with some Yanktonais and Yanktons. 

Redfield believed t h i s  l a r g e  number had gathered t o  plan winter  war 

opera t ions  aga ins t  t h e  Assiniboines and Crows. On September 29, he 

found 50 lodges of Yankton a t  For t  P i e r r e ,  and on October 5 a t  Fort  Randall  

he found another 40 lodges of Yanktons. Further  downstream was the  Yankton 

v i l l e g e  of Phe Man Struck by t h e  Rees. 

67. Observations of Lieutenant Warren, 1-e57 In  the  year 1857 

Lieutenant G. F + .cren accompanied another ma. o * r . v - y  expedi t ion t o  t he  

region of t he  Upper Missouri  River. The eastern por t ion  of t h e  area 

covered by t h e  expedi t ion was ou ts ide  of the  S i o w r F o r t  Laramie area. In  

September 1857 Warren encountered a 40 lodge camp of Minneconjous i n  t he  

Black H i l l s  (within t h e  a r ea ) .  Brules were l a t e r  s ighted on the  por t ion  

of the  Niobrara River l y i n g  wi th in  the area.  Lieutenant Warren, i n  

descr ib ing  the  var ious Indlan bands and t h e i r  country,  repeated much of 

what he reported i n  h i s  1856 account. However, he spec i f ied  t h a t  t h e  

l a t e s t  r epo r t  included addi t ions .  Thus, there  were d i f fe rences .  

The Yanktons were s a id  t o  be found a t  the nouth of t he  Big Sioux 

River and between i t  and the  Missouri and as high up as For t  Lookout and 

on the  opposi te  bank of the Missouri  River (higher up than i n  the  1856 

r epo r t )  . 
The Tetons were said t o  l i v e  on the  western s i d e  of t he  Missouri  and 

extend w e s t  t o  t h e  d iv id ing  r i dge  between the L i t t l e  Missouri  River and 

t h e  Powder River, and then south on a l i n e  near the 106th meridian. 
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The Teton bands were a l s o  broken down and descr ibed by loca t ion .  

The Hunkpapas, Blackfeet  and Sans Arcs were sa id  t o  roam from t h e  

Cheyenne River up t o  t he  Yellowstone River and w e s t  t o  the Black H i l l s .  

The Minneconjous were reported t o  p r i n c i p a l l y  roam from the  Black 

H i l l s  south t o  t he  P l a t t e  River (expanded southward s ince  the 1856 r e p o r t )  . 
The Brules were found t o  l i v e  on the  Niobrara and White Rivers and 

range from the  P l a t t e  River t o  t he  Cheyenne River.  

The Oglalas  were s a i d  t o  be  genera l ly  found on o r  near  t h e  P l a t t e  

River near  Fort Laramie (not neces sa r i l y  between the  forks of t he  Platte 

a s  h i s  1856 account r epo r t s ) .  

The %o Kettle Bend was s a i d  t o  be s ca t t e r ed  among o t h e r  bands, bu t  

some of them were found i n  t he  neighborhood of For t  P i e r r e  (Fort P i e r r e  

l oca t ion  had no t  been ind ica ted  i n  the  1856 r e p o r t ) .  

68. S ight ings  by Agent Vaughan, 1858. In l a t e  May o r  e a r l y  June 

1858 Agent Alfred Vaughan reported a war pa r ty  of Minneconjous passing 

down the  Missouri  River between For t  Union and For t  Berthold.  This  

s igh t ing  was nor th  of t he  Sioux-Fort Laramie a rea .  

69. Journa l  of Henry Bol le r ,  1858. Henry Bol le r  who spent  e igh t  

years i n  the West maintained a journa l  during those  years .  I n  the summer 

of 1858, he m e t  some Gros Ventres Indians who repor ted  Hunkpapas and 

Blackfeet  Siaw camped on t he  headwaters of t h e  Knife River ,  no r th  

of t he  Sioux-Fort Laramie a rea .  

Findings of Fac ts :  MAPS 

Besides t h e  var ious  r e p o r t s  and observa t ions  noted, s e v e r a l  persons 

t r a v e l i n g  through the a rea  or l i v i n g  i n  t h e  area dur ing  the 1838 t o  1858 

period prepared maps which o f t e n  designated the genera l  l oca t ions  of the 
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Sioux sub-tr ibes  o r  bands. Though not  a s  specific or exact  as verbal 

desc r ip t i ons ,  these  maps do present  evidence of where t h e i r  au thors  

believed c e r t a i n  Ind ians  were located.  

70. Fur Trade Map, 1807-1843. In  one lcap covering the f u r  trade 

period between 1807 and 1843, t he  term "Sioux  ati ion" was placed on an 

area encompassing both s i d e s  of t h e  Missouri River. 

71. Map Based on Information Gathered by Nicollet and Fremont , late 

1830's. I n  an 1843 map,compiled from information gathered from the  surveys 

of J. N. Nicol le t  and 3. C. Premont during the  l a t e  1830's. t h e  term 

' l ank ton  country" was placed on the  east side of t he  Missouri River i n  

the Plateau du Coteau region. "Teton country" was placed on the  west 

s i d e  of t he  Missouri wi th in  the Sioux-Fort Laraie l ands ,  The map dbd 

not  include the northwest, w e s t ,  and southwest por t ions  of t he  Sioux-Fort 

Laramie area. 

72. Map Based Upon Fremont's Journal ,  1866, An 1846 map based upon 

the journa l  of Fremont, and the notes  and sketches of h i s  a s s i s t a n t ,  was 

e n t i t l e d  t he  "Road From Missouri To ~regon'!. "War Ground of t he  Snake and 

Sioux 1ndiansW was placed over a reas  outside t he  Sioux-Fort Laramie lands 

but  adjacent  t o  t he  southwest area. The term "Sioux Indians" was s i t u a t e d  

on the  area south of t h e  North Fork of t he  P l a t t e  River. This was outs ide  

of t he  Sioux-Fort Laramie lands.  

73. Map by Rufus Sage, 1846. Rufus Sage draf ted  a map i n  1846 of t h e  

t e r r i t o r y  westward from the  Miseouri. "Teton" was placed i n  an a r ea  wi th in  

t he  Sioux-Fort Laramie lands. The term "Sioux" could be found i n  an area 

between the North Forb of the P l a t t e  River and Lodgepole Creek-outside of 

the area. There was no placement of "Yankton" on the  map. 
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74. Hap Prepared by J, Goldsborough Bruff. J. Goldsborough Bruff 

prepared a map depic t ing  emigrant t r a i l  routes  on the road t o  Cal i forn ia  

as they exis ted  i n  1849. Between the North and South Forks of t he  P l a t t e  

River the  word "Sioux" was af f ixed .  

75. Map by the  Bureau of t he  Corps of Topographical Engineers, Circa 

1850. One map prepared around 1850 by t h e  Bureau of t h e  Corps of Topo- - 
graphical  Engineers covered an area from t h e  Miss iss ippi  River t o  the  

Pac i f i c  Ocean. The term "Sioux" w a s  found between the fo rks  of t h e  P l a t t e  

River. "Yanktons" was placed e a s t  of t he  Hissouri  River. No o the r  use of 

e i t h e r  term was found on the  map although "Dakotahs" was placed on the  

east s i d e  of the  Missouri River. There w e r e  no des ignat ions  of any Indians 

wi th in  the  Sioux-Fort Laramie area, t h i s  a r e a  being a v i r t u a l  blank spot .  

76. Map of P l a t t e  River Area, Circa 1850. I n  another map compiled 

around 1850 "Sioux" was placed i n  an area  between the  North Fork of the 

P l a t t e  River and Lodgepole Creek--outside of t h e  a rea .  "Yanktons" was 

placed e a s t  and north of t h e  Missouri River, a l s o  outs ide  of t h e  a rea .  N o  

o ther  designat  ions were found. 

77. Map by Father DeSmet, 1851. I n  the  1851 map presented t o  D. D. 

Mitchel l  by Father Pierre-Jean DeSmet, the  term "Sioux o r  Dakotah Terr i tory"  

was located over an area general ly corresponding t o  the  Sioux-Fort Laramie 

area .  

78. Map of Platte River Area, 1854. Inscribed on an 1854 map was a 

note by Agent Vaughan a s se r t ing  h i s  examination of t he  map and f inding  it 

correc t .  "Sioux Indians" was placed i n  an a rea  between the  North Fork of 

t he  P l a t t e  River and Lodgepole Creek. Most of the Sioux-Fort Laramie a rea  

and a reas  e a s t  of t he  Missouri were excluded from this map. 
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79. Map of J. H. Coulton, 1855. I n  an 1855 map of Nebraska and 

Kansas compiled by J. H. Coulton, USioux" w a s  a f f ixed  onto an area west 

of t h e  Missouri  River and wi th in  t h e  Sioux-Port Laramie areasand a l s o  

placed between the  fo rks  of t he  P l a t t e  River which was ou t s ide  of t he  area. 

There was no designat ion of "Yanktons". Both Nebraska and Kansas a r e  weat 

of t he  Missouri  River. No lands e a s t  of t he  Missouri River were included. 

80. Map by Lieutenant Warren, 1855. Lieutenant G.  K. warren's 1855 

map compilation contained the  geographic l oca t ion  of t he  Teton bands. A l l  

bands except the  Oglalas were placed ~ r i t h f n  the  Sioux-Fort Laramie lands.  

The Oglalas were placed between the  North Fork of t he  PLatte River and 

Lodgepole Creek. The Yanktons were placed on the e a s t  s i d e  of t he  

Missouri Mver  whoaly ou t s ide  of the  Sioux-Fort Laramie lands.  

81. Map by Lfeutenant Warren, 1857-1858. I n  a map compiled i n  

1857-58, based upon both of t he  expedi t ions he accompanied, Lieutenant 

Warren again a f f ixed  the  var ious  Teton bands and the  Yanktons i n  a r e a s  

where h i s  observat ions and r e l i a b l e  information found them t o  be. Most of 

t he  Teton bands were placed i n  t h e  Sioux-Fort Laramie area.  The Oglalas,  

as i n  h i s  previous map, were placed between the North Fork of t h e  P l a t t e  

River and Lodgepole Creek. A small  por t ion  of t he  a r ea  designated as t h e  

l oca t ion  of t he  Hunkpapas and Blackfeet Sioux was a l s o  ou te ide  of t h e  area.  

The Yanktons were placed completely on the  east s i d e  of t he  Missouri  River,  

ou ts ide  of t h e  a r ea ,  

Findings of Fact : Expert Witnesses 

82. Docket 74 P l a i n t i f f s .  D r .  Helen Tanner, an e thnoh i r to r i an  and 

h i s t o r i c a l  car tographer ,  t e s t i f i e d  as an expert  witness  f o r  the Docket 74 

p l a i n t i f f s .  D r .  Tanner prepared a w r i t t e n  r epo r t  which was admitted i n t o  
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evidence. D r .  Tanner t e s t i f i e d  t h a t  from 1820 t o  1855, t h e  bulk of the  

Teton Sioux used and occupied the  Sioux-Fort Laramie lands  continuously 

throughout t he  year ,  and t h a t  every s i g n i f i c a n t  Teton group could be found 

in s ide  t h a t  t r a c t  a t  some time during t h e  year.  A s  b a s i c  conclusions,  the 

Docket 74 wi tness  expressed h e r  exper t  opinion t h a t :  (a) t he  area of l i m i t e d  

Yankton use  amounted t o  approximately 4-5% of the e n t i r e  Sioux-Fort Laramie 

lands; (b) Yankton use occurred j o i n t l y  with use  by the  Brule and Two Kettle 

bands of Teton Sioux, s o  t h a t  t h e  propor t iona te  Yankton i n t e r e s t  d i d  no t  

exceed 2-1/2% of t he  t o t a l  t r a c t ;  and (c) t he  Yankton group which had 

shared use  of t h e  corner  a r e a  became absorbed i n t o  t h e  Brule band and is 

p a r t  of t h e  Lower Brule p l a i n t i f f  in Docket 74, not p a r t  of t h e  Yankton 

p l a i n t i f f  i n  Docket 332-C. 

83.- Docket 3 3 2 4  P l a i n t i f f s .  D r .  Fred Nicklason, an a s s i s t a n t  p rofessor  

of h i s t o r y  a t  t he  Univers i ty  of Maryland, and D r .  John L. Champe, P r ~ f e s s o r  

of Anthropology, Emeritus, a t  t h e  Universi ty  of Nebraska, t e s t i f i e d  as 

expert wi tnesses  f o r  t h e  Docket 3 3 2 4  p l a i n t i f f s .  D r s .  Nicklason and 

Champe co-authored a r e p o r t  which was admitted i n t o  evidence. D r .  Nicklason 

and D r .  Champe concluded, upon t h e  b a s i s  of t h e i r  research ,  t h a t  (a) t he  

evidence e s t ab l i shed  t h a t  t he  Tetons and Yanktons used the  Sioux-Fort 

Laramie lands fortheir subs is tence  f o r  t he  b e t t e r  p a r t  of any given year; 

(b) t h e  evidence d id  not i n d i c a t e  wich any c e r t a i n t y  how many members of 

t h e  two sub-tr ibes  used lands  i n s ide  o r  ou t s ide  of  t he  Sioux-Fort Laramie 

lands; and (c) they could no t  huant i fy  the a c t u a l  use  and occupancy by both 

sub-tr ibes  of the Sioux-Fort Lararnielandsexcept by comparing t h e i r  t o t a l  
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population. I t  was their opinion that to do so would require a speculation 

that the evidence would not support. 

4ohn 'If. Vance, Commissioner 

hQ&y&-k:?k,,w 
Margaret . Pierce, Comissioner 


