
BEFORE THE INDIAN CLAIMS COMMISSION 

ALEUT COMMUNITY OF ST. PAUL ISLAND, 1 
1 

P l a i n t  i f f  , 1 
1 

v. 1 
1 

THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 1 

Defendant. 
1 

THE ALEUT TRIBE, by I l i o d o r  Merculieff ) 
a s  Representat ive of t he  s a id  Tribe ) 
and all members thereof ;  and THE 1 
ALEUT COMMUNITY OF ST. PAUL ISLAND, ) 

1 
P l a i n t i f f s ,  ) 

1 
v. 1 

1 
THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 1 

1 
Defendant. 

Docket No. 352 

Docket No. 369 

INTERLOCUTORY ORDER 

Upon t h e  f ind ings  of fact numbered 1 through 222 and t h e  opinion 
f i l e d  i n  t h i s  case, which a r e  hereby made a p a r t  of this order ,  t h i s  
Commission concludes aa a matter of  law t h a t :  

1. P l a i n t i f f s ,  members of t h e  Aleut Tr ibe  of Ind ians  r e s id ing  
on S t .  Paul and S t .  George, Alaska, had a "special r e l a t i onsh ip"  
with t he  Government by v i r t u e  of the Act of J u l y  1, 1870 (16 S t a t .  
180) and the Act of April 21, 1910 (36 Stat. 326). 

2. As a result of this special r e l a t i o n s h i p  t h e  Government was 
obl iga ted  t o  provide f a i r  compensation and s u f f i c i e n t  goods and 
eervicee t o  t h e  P r i b i l o f  Aleuts during the  e n t i r e  76-year per iod i n  
question. 

3. The Aleuts carriea on most major endeavors as a community. 
The ob l iga t ion  owed by t he  Government was owed t o  the  Aleuts as a  
t r i b e  and not  t o  ind iv idua l  t r i b a l  members. 
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4. The s e a l s k i n  monopolists, t he  Government and i t s  p r i v a t e  
lessees ,  reaped prof i ts  of $46,418,399 during the  1870-1946 period. 

5. The value of compensation, goods, and se rv i ce s  provided the  
Aleuts during the  76-year period was $4,099,949. The value of t h e  
fa ir  compensation, goods, and se rv i ce s  t he  Government was obl iga ted  
t o  provide t o  t he  Aleuts was $15,339,553. 

6. Since t h e  United S t a t e s  and i ts l e s sees  provided t h e  money 
equivalent  of $4,099,949 t o  t h e  Aleuts when the  ob l iga t ion  was t o  
provide $15,339,553, t h e  p l a i n t i f f s  a r e  e n t i t l e d  t o  a judgment 
aga ins t  t he  defendant i n  t h e  amount of $11,239,604, l e s s  allowable 
g ra tu i t ous  off sets, i f  any. 

IT I S  THEREFORE ORDERED t h a t  t he  p l a i n t i f f s  here in  recover from 
the defendant t h e  sum of $11,239,604, l e s s  allowable gra tu i toue  o f f s e t s ,  
i f  any. 

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED t h a t  t h i s  case now proceed t o  a determinat ion 
of t he  g ra tu i t ous  o f f s e t s ,  i f  any, which may be allowable under t h e  
Indian Claim Commission A c t .  

Dated a t  Washington, D. C. ,  t h i s  9th day of June 1978 

r c e  , Commissioner 


