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CONFEDEPdiTED TRIBES OF THE COLVILLE ) 
RESERVATION, e t  a l . ,  

P l a i n t i f f s ,  ) 
) Docket No. 181-C 

v. ) ( F i s h e r i e s  Claims) 
1 

THE UNITED STATES OF r t E R I C A ,  1 
1 

Defendant. ) 

INTERLOC3TOKY ORDER 

Upon the f i n d i n g s  of f a c t  and op in ion  this day e n t e r e d  herein, which 
are hereby made a par t  of t h i s  o r d e r ,  t h e  Commission'concludes as a m a t t e r  
of. law that : 

1. Claimants ,  each of whom is a t r i b e ,  band, o r  i d e n t i f i a b l e  group 
of American I n d i a n s  r e s i d i n g  i n  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s ,  had a "specia l .  r e l a t i o n -  
ship"  with t h e  defendant  by v i r t u e  of  t h e  course of d e a l i n g s  between t h e  
defendant  and t h e  claimants regarding t h e i r  s u b s i s t c n c e  f i s h i n g  i n  t h e  
waters on o r  a d j a c e n t  t o  t h e  C o l v i l l e  I n d i a n  Reserva t ion  jn t h e  State of 
Washington; 

2. As a r e s u l t  of t h i s  s p e c i a l  r e l a t i o n s h i p  t h e  defendant  was 
mora l ly  o b l i g a t e d  t o  protect c l a i m a n t s  i n  t h e i r  f i s h i n g  from the t ime t h e  
defendant  p laced  c l a i m a n t s  on t h e  C o l v i l l e  Reservation; 

3. The defendant  breached i ts  moral o b l i g a t i o n ,  and t h e r e f o r e  is  
l i a b l e  under Clause  5 o f  S e c t i o n  2 of t h e  I n d i a n  Claims Coinmission Act f o r  
a s c e r t a i n a b l e  damages caused claimants by de fendan t  f o r  failure t o  protect  
such  f i s h i n g  r i g h t s  i n  the sum of $3,257,083; 

4. The defendant  i s  n o t  l i a b l e  for  i n t e r e s t  on t h e  foregoing 
a s c e r t a i n a b l e  damages. 

IT IS  THEREFORE ORDERED t h a t  p l a i n t i f f s ,  The Confederated Tribes of 
t h e  Co lv i l l e  Reserva t ion ,  e t  a l . ,  on behalf of the Colv i l l e ,  Lake, 
Sanpoil-Ncspelcm, Okanogan and )!ethow Tribes of I n d i a n s ,  are e n t i t l e d  t o  
recover from defendan t  t h e  sum o f  $3,257,083 less such g r a t u i t o u s  o f f s e t s ,  
i f  any,  t o  which defendant  may be e n t i t l e d  under t h e  I n d i a n  Claims 
Commission A c t ,  and,  



IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that this case proceed to a determination of 
the gratuitous offsets, if any, to which defendant 

Dated at Washington, D. C., this 2 9 t h  day 

may be entitled. 

of September 1978. 

John T. Vance, Commissioner 


